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A million tonnes of North Sea fish discarded every year

Sea Creatures Are Not Rubbish (German)

04 Nov 2008

Frankfurt, Germany: A million tonnes of fish and other sea creatures caught in the North Sea are
thrown overboard every year, according to a new report from WWE-Germany. This practice occurs
when boats decide to dispose of fish which they catch but cannot land or derive income from, or
when they have caught more fish than they are allowed to land, or they discard the less valuable fish
in order to make more space for more valuable fish. For example, the report cites the situation with
Dover sole, for which six kilos of sea creatures are caught incidentally and discarded for every kilo
found in the fishmonger. Similarly, catching one kilo of Norwegian lobster or scampi results in five
kilos of bycatch.



The world’s fishing fleets are losing billions of dollars each year through depleted stocks and poor
management, according to a UN report. The World Bank and the UN Food and Agriculture Organization {(FAQ)
calculate the losses at 30 billion US dollars per year.
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Half the world's fishing fleet could be scrapped with no change in catch.
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