
BEST PRACTICES IN FISHERIES 
MANAGEMENT



Where has fisheries management succeeded 
and what can Europe learn?

• Rapid Assessment
• International science workshop 
• Case studies - Norway, USA, Canada
• International stakeholder and manager workshop
• Final report



KEY THEMES

• Evidence
• Decisions
• Compliance

Fishermen
Scientists
Managers

Environmental groups
Politicians



PROVIDING EVIDENCE

• Role and responsibility of science – strategic importance
• Ecosystem data
• Economic and social data
• Reliable data from industry



COMPLIANCE
• Reduce fishing mortality
• Removal of excess capacity
• Control and enforcement of regulations

• Top-down control and micro-management

• Industry incentives to act sustainably
• Public and stakeholder participation
• Local/regional inititatives for responsible fishing



DECISION MAKING

• Prioritise objectives – Ecosystem
• No subsidies 
• Transparency and participation

• Regionalisation and division of responsibility between 
national/regional institutions

• Co-management 



BALTIC SEA 2020 
Recommended actions

• Ensure productive capacity/ability of the sea
• Reduce overcapacity and ensure that capacity is harmonised with fishing 

opportunity
• Abolish subsidies
• Reduce unreported and unregulated catches through regional enforcement 

collaboration, harmonised penalties and modern surveillance methods 
• Catch quotas
• Ban discards

� BALTIC SEA REGIONAL FISHERIES FORUM 



The aim of Baltic Sea 2020 is to stimulate creative 

interdisciplinary and international collaboration 

in a variety of areas, resulting in political 

economical and physical measures taken to 
improve the environment of the Baltic Sea in 

coming 10-15 years. 

www.balticsea2020.org


