Week 25 
	BSRAC meetings and news


The ExCom meeting in Vaasa 23/06/09.

It will be a good turnout: 19 members have registered, and 2 members have given their mandate to other members. 

Please find meeting material on website here:
http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1359&kind=4&pageId=1106
We will get the missing annexes to you as soon as possible – please keep an eye on the website. 

From the Demersal WG (090609) and Pelagic WG (150609)
The minutes are drafted and await approval – we will send them out as soon as possible.  
BSRAC conference 1st -2nd October

We hope to have the programme finalised next week. Then we pull out the stops to publicise this event. 
GAP update

Robert Aps from the University of Tartu came to visit the BSRAC offices on 10th June 2009 

He gave an update on the GAP project on participatory research between fisheries stakeholders and scientists. Phase 1 of the GAP project is finishing, and a report is due out in the autumn. He is now working on a Phase 2, which he hopes to come and tell BS RAC members about later this year.  

	Other meetings and news


Discard workshop at the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries 
Will be held at Eigtveds Pakhus, Asiatisk Plads, in Copenhagen on 26/06/09. Reine Johansson as Chair of the BS RAC Executive Committee will hold a presentation on reflections from the Baltic RAC on reducing bycatch and discards. The following BS RAC member organisations have confirmed representatives: 
Alliance of Social and Ecological Consumer Organisations

Jesper Kobberø

Danish Fishermen’s Association:

Michael Andersen

Svend-Erik Andersen

Allan Buch

Kim Kær Hansen

Thomas Thomsen

Swedish Fishermen’s Federation 

Benny Karlsson

Sven Göran Hansson

Henrik Torkelsson

RAC coordination with Commission on 26th June 
This is cancelled because of a busy workload all round. The plan is to hold it in September. 
Seminar of state of stocks 23rd July - Commission meeting 
Michael Andersen will represent the BS RAC as expert.
There is room for two other BS RAC expert representatives. Please contact Secretariat. 
Invitation attached. 
Advisory Committee on Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Will be held on 8 July 2009 in BRUSSELS (CCAB)

Working Group 3 « Markets and Trade Policy » 
Agenda attached. 

1- 2 members per RAC can attend. Please contact secretariat. 
ASCOBANS meeting 16th -18th September 2009, Bonn
From the ASCOBANs secretariat, we have an invitation and Provisional Agenda for the 6th Meeting of Parties to ASCOBANS.
Deadline for registration is 31st July 2009
Documents and Draft Resolutions will be made available on the ASCOBANS website (http://www.ascobans.org/index0501.html) in due course.
The 3rd Joint Trans-Atlantic Fisheries Technology Conference (TAFT)
Will take place 15-18 September 2009, at Moltkes Palace in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Mark the dates in your calendars already now! See here:
http://www.taft2009.org/
Swedish fisheries, aquaculture and processing sector in focus 
The Eurofish June issue has a special feature on Sweden: it gives an overview of the fisheries sector, and the structural measures to restore fleet profitability, as well aquaculture  and processing, plus a big article on the shellfish market (crayfish started it all). 
Contact Eurofish:  www.eurofish.dk
Smart Gear competition 

From Didier Fourgon, Fisheries Policy Officer WWF: the WWF Smart Gear ’09 competition is still open for entries, but the 30th June deadline for submissions is rapidly approaching. We know there are some great bycatch-reducing ideas out there and Smart Gear needs your help to ensure those ideas are entered into the competition. Further information and details of the application procedure can be viewed at www.smartgear.org.

Didier Fourgon

WWF European Policy Office (EPO)
Direct: +32 2 740 0936 Switchboard: +32 2 743 8800
Mobile: 0497046424
Fax: +32 2 743 8819 
E-mail: dfourgon@wwfepo.org 
 

Lon-term management plans
From the South Western Waters Secretariat we have received a flyer from the INTERREG project submitted to work further on the development of long term management plans. The North Western Waters RAC will be an associated partner. See here: 

www.ccr-s.eu/Upload/Plaquette_Anglaise_CCRSHD.pdf 

