Dear all, 

Please note, Sally will be on holiday from 9th to 29th July, but the Secretariat remains open and Annelise is there. An update on news will come at the end of July. 
	BSRAC news and meetings


Science workshop May 2009: The report from the meeting is now on our website here:
http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Dokumenter/Science%20Workshop%20May%2009/FinalreportScienceWorkshopMay2009.pdf
ExCom of 23rd June 2009 The minutes from the meeting are due out next week

From the ExCom:

The recommendations on 2010 TACs and on cormorants 
These have been sent to the Commission and member states. You can access them here:

http://www.bsrac.org/ooizzCMS/DA/statementsandrecommendations
Contact names wanted for WWF and MSP mapping 

Under the Baltic Sea Action Plan funding has been made available for WWF and other partners to support activities on MSP and stakeholder involvement. One of the tasks is to carry out a desk study to collect data together on the different legal jurisdictions relating to MSP in the different countries, and thereby improve gaps in the knowledge and reach a level playing field. At ExCom the BS RAC was invited to support this activity and to take part. The Secretariat needs names of BS RAC members willing to be contact persons from each of the BS RAC countries. Contact secretariat.  

IUU A follow-up from Alex Olsen’s presentation at ExCom on IUU – We attach an ICES working paper from 2008 which Alex Olsen and Klaus Nielsen wrote.”Method to evaluate the catches of Cod in the Baltic Sea using the Polish Fisheries as an example” See here: 
http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Dokumenter/ExCom230609/ICES%202008%20working%20document%20cod%20catches.pdf
Pelagic Working Group will be held early September: possibly 7th or 9th September. 
Note the ICES advice for herring in SD 22-24 and area IIIa is here:

http://www.ices.dk/committe/acom/comwork/report/2009/2009/her-3a22.pdf
All the other ICES advice for the North Sea is here:

http://www.ices.dk/committe/acom/comwork/report/asp/advice.asp?Region=16&Advice=-1&Species=-1&Period=262&titlesearch=&submit1=Submit+Query&mode=2
Focus Group on CFP Reform will be on 24th and 25th September. We’ll have a venue soon. Very few so far have indicated an interest. Names received: Reine Johansson, Karstsen Kristensen, Alex Olsen, Roar Schou, Lena Talvitie. 
Please sign up. 

BS RAC conference 1st and 2nd October 2009 - a formal invitation will be sent to members and observers at the beginning of next week. But we assume you have noted the dates.  

ExCom 3rd November 2009 will be in Copenhagen at the Danish Food Industry Agency. 

Application for membership of the BS RAC 
We have received an application from the Association of Fishmeal and Fishoil Manufacturers in Denmark.
Their interest in joining is due to commercial interests in the Baltic Sea from the fishery of Baltic sprat. We have sent this to member states for approval.
Remember the Polish sister website to keep updated in Polish:  http://www.bsrac.pl/

(We promise to put the link on our website!)

	Commission news and meetings


Energy efficiency website

From DG Mare:  In May 2006, DG MARE organised a conference on energy efficiency in fisheries. One of the conclusions of the conference was the usefulness of creating a website on energy efficiency in fisheries to disseminate information on this topic and share experience. The website is here: 
https://energyefficiency.jrc.ec.europa.eu/home 

It includes reference documents and studies related to energy savings in fisheries, information on relevant EU research and funding opportunities, specific EU projects, past and upcoming events related to this issue and EU legislation. It is expected to be enhanced with contributions from stakeholders, scientists and technologists. 
Final reminder: Advisory Committee on Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Working Group 3 « Markets and Trade Policy » will be held on 8th July 2009 in BRUSSELS (CCAB) The agenda here: 

http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/ACFAWGagenda080709.pdf
1- 2 members per RAC can attend as observers. Please contact the Secretariat. BS RAC cannot pay travel costs. 

In a further letter from the chairman of ACFA to the chair of the NWW RAC, it is clarified that ACFAs WG 3 would be the forum to discuss any possible EU-level workshop involving interested parties to discuss issues related to the CFP. 
Commission meeting on the state of the fish stocks, Brussels 23rd July 2009

The following will represent the BS RAC:

Michael Andersen Danish Fishermen’s Association

Peter Breckling Union of German Cutter Fishery
Henrik Kyhle The Fisheries Secretariat (FISH)

	Other news and meeting


We have received leaflets from the West Pomeranian University of Technology in Poland  which give information on the characteristics of physical and selective properties of Bacoma and T90. An uploaded copy is here:

http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/week27/Selectivity%20T90%20&%20BACOMAWP%20-%20summary.pdf
We have more copies. Contact Secretariat.
The Fisheries Secretariat
Their newsletter came this week. It gives details of the Swedish Presidency and the work programme for the next six months. To sign up for news, go to here:

http://www.fishsec.org/
Goodbye from the fisheries counsellor in Copenhagen Yuri Piskarev, who is going back to Moscow. He came to say goodbye to the BS RAC this week. He presented his successor Vladimir Belyaev – who has a scientific background and long experience in fisheries. We told them about the planned activities of the BS RAC, for example for pelagic stocks, and the coming BS RAC Conference. We look forward to a good cooperation

The discards workshop by the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, Friday 26th June. 

This was well attended by Baltic member states and the Commission. The Danish minister Eva Kjer Hansen was there to open the workshop. The minister pointed out that discarding is one of the biggest problems for the fishery; it is a waste of resources and prevents the re-building of stocks. She mentioned a ban on discards as part of the strategy for the Baltic, and said she was ready for Denmark to take the lead in this work. Lisa Borges, DG Mare, talked about the Commission’s approach on discards, and pointed out that next year a high grading ban will be introduced for all EU waters. She mentioned that there was the possibility for pilot studies into discards and selectivity. Eskild Kirkegaard, (DTU Aqua) gave a presentation on the state of the stocks in the Baltic. Dominic Rihan, who works with gear technology and is the chair of the ICES – FAO  Working Group on Fishing Technology and Fish Behaviour, gave a presentation of the experience to date with T90 and Bacoma  and encouraged people to look at how the fishery and fish function when rules on  selective gears are decided on. Reine Johansson presented the viewpoint from the BS RAC and highlighted the decision by the RAC to carry out a project on selectivity, which will soon be forwarded to the Commission. Dr Cornelius Hammer from the German research institute BFA told about a trial project that was being planned, the aim of which was to stop discarding and to land everything that is caught. It was ready to run and requires the full cooperation of the fishery. Finally, the Norwegian case was put forward by Ole Arve Midsund, of the Norwegian Institute of Marine Research. A ban on discards has been in force in Norway since 1983, and he explained the background to the ban. Alongside the discard ban, efforts have been made to develop selective gears and to improve technical measures so as to reduce discards. Discards are not completely eliminated in the Norwegian fisheries.  There were no decisions made at the workshop. The workshop was followed by a meeting of the EU fisheries directors. It was agreed to meet during September for technical discussions on selectivity. 
For those who read Danish, full coverage of the workshop can be found in this week’s edition of Fiskeritidende (Fishing News). http://www.fiskeriforening.dk/default.asp?id=9646
From MARITIME MARKET – The best promotion on Russian shipbuilding market
They offer an opportunity to place an advertisement in the next issue of the biggest Russian maritime magazine Maritime Market. This edition will be dispatched at NEVA Fair in St. Petersburg on 22nd - 25th September The deadline for submission of materials is: 21.08.2009. For more information go to: www.maritime.com.pl/mm
Europêche press release on the new president
Javier GARAT is elected the new President of Europêche for two years 
Press release here:
http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/week27/Europêche%20Press%20Release.pdf
An Article from Fishing News International June 2009 
Entitled “Stakes high in the Baltic”
In June there was an article on the Baltic fisheries and the BSRAC. We attach it here. 
http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/week27/Europêche%20Press%20Release.pdf
