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Weeks 48-49
	BSRAC news and meetings


The major coming item for the BS RAC is the BS RAC ExCom meeting on Wednesday 9th December in Gdynia, at the Sea Fisheries Institute (MIR).It starts at 9hrs and end at 16hrs. A revised draft agenda can be found here: 
http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Dokumenter/EXCOM091209/Draft%20agenda091209Rev.pdf
Point 6, Presentation of the RECLAIM project, is now confirmed.
BS RAC Meeting with the Commission
Reine Johansson, Michael Andersen and Kjell Nybacka met with DG Mare (Ernesto Penas, Ilona Jepsena, Stefanie Schmidt and Ellen Bruno) on Thursday 3rd December to talk about and get an update on the current three key areas of focus for the BS RAC: The project on selectivity in the Baltic cod fishery, Status on the long-term management plan for pelagic species and the anticipated proposal for a management plan for Baltic salmon. This will be reported on next week at the ExCom. 
	Commission news and meetings


There’s a new team at the Commission
President Barroso has unveiled the new team which will start work on 1st February 2010. Maria DAMANAKI will be in charge of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (one of the nine women on the Commission team). See the Press release from the Commission here: http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/week%2048-49/1CionPressNew%20Team.pdf 
Stefanie Schmidt, DG Mare, has kindly informed us that the report: Economic and social impacts of the proposed scenarios for a multi-annual management plan for Baltic pelagic fisheries (by MRAG) is now on Commission website – here:
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/publications/studies/baltic-pelagic-fisheries_en.pdf
One of the decisions to be taken at the ExCom is when to hold a Pelagic WG to look at formulating BS RAC advice on a long-term management plan for pelagic species. 

	Other news and meetings


Baltic2020 and a workshop on selectivity
On 24th and 25th November Baltic Sea 2020 invited some scientists and practitioners to a workshop at DTU Aqua in Hirtshals, Denmark. The aim was to identify how to improve selectivity and which measures should be considered in order to protect the young year classes of cod. Participants from Sweden, Poland, Denmark and Germany participated. It was chaired by Katarina Veem from Baltic Sea 2020. The workshop has come up with a set of suggested measures to protect the young year classes in the Baltic. These cover: selectivity, discard reduction, closures, catch documentation, quotas, scientific knowledge and strategies for the future. Katarina was in Brussels this week to present the results to DG Mare. 
See: http://www.balticsea2020.org/index.php?lang=en
World Wildlife Fund study on the RACs. “How to improve the Regional Advisory Councils” 
In connection with the CFP Reform, WWF decided to take a closer look at how well the RACs are functioning – with reference to the CFP, the RACs’ own statutes, and the legislation and rules for comparable advisory bodies in other leading fishing nations (US & Australia). The BS RAC was not directly involved in this study. We were invited to comment on a draft report from September. We gave factual responses to the references to the BS RAC. A summary is on page 5 of the report. Read the report here: 
http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/week%2048-49/2WWF%20study%20-%20Regional%20Advisory_Councils.pdf 
Hearing in the European Parliament on the reform of the CFP
On Tuesday 1st December the European Parliament’s Fisheries Committee held a public hearing on the Reform of the CFP. All seven RACs were invited to make a presentation on their viewpoints. The Mediterranean RAC didn’t respond to the invitation, but all the other 6 were represented by their chairmen or chairs of WGs. Reine Johansson mentioned that the 2002 reform had been a major experiment with setting up the RACs, and it was impressive that so many people in fisheries and NGOs have put so much effort into the RACs. The RACs need to be changed – they must not just be lobbying organisations. He said that there was great honesty in the Green Paper in saying that the CFP is not working. A real reform was needed on the role of the RACs, the Commission, and the European Parliament. In his intervention, he also made comments on relative stability, the potential for using market based solutions, for example ITQs: Denmark, and Sweden have been implementing these; Poland is looking into it. Hen mentioned that professional fishermen can add to the knowledge base, so all parties should be better involved. The role of the RACs would be discussed further at the BS RAC ExCom next week. 
The programme and some of the presentations are here:  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/hearingsCom.do;jsessionid=69205B17A52EA9DA95725E76076896A2.node2?language=EN&body=PECH
During the meeting the rapporteur, Maria do Céu Neves Patrão (EPP PT), presented her draft report on the Green Paper on the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy. One of the issues she focuses on is how to ensure the long-term sustainability and viability of fisheries. Please contact BS RAC Secretariat if you want to get the report. 
The EP Fisheries Committee produces a newsletter called the Trawler/Le chalutier. See here:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/publicationsCom.do;jsessionid=541B623F96996D878ADB5C3B268D8CF8.node1?language=EN&body=PECH
The Scientific Technical Economic Committee on Fisheries have produced their autumn report. 

It’s on our website here:
http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1406&kind=1&pageId=1081
The Polish Round Table
Will hold its next meeting on 10th December in Gdynia.  
The main aim of the meeting is to discuss ITQs and fishing effort management systems. There will be presentations of the Icelandic and Danish experience with ITQs. BSRAC Secretariat will take part (thank you, round Table). We’ll report on that next time.
MSC Certification of German and Danish cod fisheries in the Baltic

We’ve been contacted by Charlotte Holland of Food Certification International Ltd. www.foodcertint.com
Stakeholder Consultation 
Denmark Eastern Baltic Cod fishery

German Eastern and Western Baltic Cod fishery

Food Certification International would like to invite you / your organisation to participate in the above assessments in evaluation of the fishery against the Marine Stewardship Council’s Sustainability Fishing Standard. FCI has been appointed as the certification body. Your organisation has been identified as a potentially interested stakeholder and as such we would like to make contact with you to request your participation in the stakeholder consultation process which constitutes part of the assessment.

The primary goal of this stakeholder consultation process is to collect information needed to conduct a robust and thorough assessment of the fishery in question, identify the full range of information and issues relevant to the fishery and bring these to the attention of the assessment team for consideration. In particular this applies to any existing, historical or anticipated controversies or issues in dispute related to this fishery. 

Participation may take the form of a written submission by you or your organisation to FCI or as a result of communication via e-mail, telephone or direct meeting where felt relevant and will consist of identifying any issues, seeking clarification and evidence to support those you wish to raise. The results of the stakeholder consultation including decisions taken by the assessment team which will be published on the MSC web site prior to any decision being taken on the certification of the fishery.  

If you wish any response that you submit to remain confidential and non-attributable please let us know, however, we would encourage you to participate openly as this will strengthen the robustness of the assessment process and the confidence in the final certification decision taken.

The following Denmark Eastern Baltic Cod fishery downloads are available to view from the MSC website:

· Full Assessment announcement – Cod 
· Timeline – Cod 

· Letter confirming certificate sharing eligibility – Cod 

The following German Eastern and Western Baltic Cod fishery downloads are available to view from the MSC website:

· Full Assessment announcement – German Eastern and Western Baltic Cod 
· Timeline – German Eastern and Western Baltic Cod 
Who are Food Certification International Ltd (FCI)?  An accredited independent third party certification body that has specialised in the certification of aquaculture, fisheries and seafood products for over 15 years and whose operating, certification and control procedures conform with the requirements of European Standard EN45011 for bodies operating product certification systems. 

Invitation from Living Sea, Denmark: Marine Stewardship Council and the climate
Date: Wednesday 16 of December 2009 Time: 3.00 – 6.00 pm (15.00 – 18.00) 

Place: Copenhagen, DGI-byen. Tietgensgade 65. 1704 København V. Klimaforum09 “Peoples Climate Summit”

Living Sea will be present and active in the civil society’s alternative summit during the Copenhagen Climate Summit December 2009. One of our main focal points during the summit will be this hearing about MSC and the climate. 
The Question is:  All have to deliver to a better climate. How can and will MSC fulfill its climate responsibilities in its ambition to Eco-labeling the global fisheries?

Background
In 1995, the Danish Society for a Living Sea started to work with blue “organic” labeling of fisheries.  After thorough discussions, it was clear to us that we had to focus on the industry, methods and environmental impact of the fisheries, rather on the individual fish caught: in order to label a fish “organic” or “ecological”, one must address the way it is caught and the fisheries impact on the environment and the climate.  

In 1999, “Marine Stewardship Council” (MSC) started its certification and labeling of fisheries. From day one of these efforts, however, Living Sea has criticized MSC for having an acceptable focus on the biological sustainability, but a weak environmental position without any energy criteria in their certification. In connection with the UN Climate Summit, Living Sea, Denmark accuses MSC of gross irresponsibility, bordering on swindle. MSC is legitimizing unsustainable fisheries that have a massive negative impact on the climate by giving the fish consumer a false eco-label for fish and fish products. MSC is therefore “not better than nothing”.  Living Sea’s prime focus in the global fisheries is the extreme use of fusil energy in the trawl fishery. 

See the link to the meeting here:

http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1407&kind=4&pageId=1227
Read more on the homepage http://www.levendehav.dk/politik/oekoligiske_fisk/okologisk-fiskeri.htm. 

For more information contact: 
Living Sea chairman Knud Andersen phone + 45 20487421 + 45 97895455 mails: knud@levende-hav.dk 

BS RAC will report on this meeting.
More on labeling: a workshop on the future environmental labeling of seafood January 2010
The aim of this workshop, to be held in Copenhagen, is to make an overview of some relevant labels, and to discuss whether the label requirements in the future should have a more holistic approach. It aims at a broad audience: whole seafood value chain; farmers, vessel owners, processing in​dustry, organizations, importers, supermarkets, NGOs, governmental bodies and re​searchers. Deadline to register is 11th December 2009. See here (thanks for link, SWW RAC): 
http://www.ccr-s.eu/transfert-pdf/2009/48/19012010_Cop.pdf
The UNCOVER project: UNderstanding the Mechanisms of Stock ReCOVERy

In March 2009 Doug Wilson from Innovative Fisheries Management (Aalborg University, Denmark) presented the background to the 4-year project UNCOVER, which looks into how decisions on recovery plans are made. He was visiting the RACs to discuss what the role of the RACs should be in this decision-making process. From the SWW RAC we learn about the UNCOVER report called: Stakeholder Participation in Recovery Plans. Read it here:
http://www.ccr-s.eu/transfert-pdf/2009/49/UNCOVER.pdf
Fisheries Secretariat their latest newsletter is here: 

http://www.fishsec.org/default.asp
Some bedtime reading? Christmas wish list?
Jesper Raakjær, on the CFP management system from an economic perspective
Despite the fact that tremendous effort and many resources have been invested in improving the performance of the CFP, the crisis in the EU fisheries management systems worsens year by year. This crisis has almost since the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) was first implemented in 1983.

The analytical framework applied in this book is based on four perspectives: Political, Ideational, Institutional/Organisational and Socio-economic: 1) The analyses of the political decision-making

processes provide an understanding of the complicated and complex political processes. 2) The analyses of ideational perspectives focus on “new modes of governance” arising from general reforms in EU governance and public administration. 3) The institutional/organisational analyses focus on the fisheries

management system as an institution. It explains the complex, multifaceted and oft en contradictory objectives that the fisheries management system operates within and interacts

with. 4) Finally, the socio-economic analyses link the fisheries management system to fishing practices and the fishing communities by identifying the main factors that determine fishing behaviour. The purpose is to examine how well the management schemes fit the practical reality within the social systems and the individual fishermen that are managed.

174 pages, £32.95

Illustrations in colour and b/w

ISBN 978-87-7307-975-1
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