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Dear members and observers,
	BSRAC news and meetings


The minutes from the joint WG meeting of 8th -9th June, Arlandia Hotel Stockholm

Are now on our website:

http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Dokumenter/Joint%20WG%20Stockholm/WGreport08_090610FINAL.pdf
A Baltic fishermen’s meeting
BS RAC chair has invited BSRAC fisheries representatives to a Baltic fishermen’s meeting on Monday 5th July at the BS RAC offices. The aim is just to look at the ICES assessment on WBH, and to discuss what to do about it, but not to formulate advice. And to meet with Christian Olesen, chair of the pelagic RAC WG I (herring and mackerel).
The BSRAC’s good housekeeping 
We are currently preparing an interim reporting to the Commission on the activities/meetings we have had so far this BS RAC year, with a view to applying for the second pre-financing instalment. This is because we have used up 70% of the first instalment. To receive the second instalment we have to make a report, and update our accounts, which have to be approved by our accountant. 
Forthcoming BS RAC meetings?
Please keep an eye on the website, so you will know. Hope to inform you as soon as possible of a date for the next ExCom. 



We’re all going on a summer holiday 
As we enter the holiday period, we want to let you know that the BSRAC offices remain open. 

Happy holidays. 
	Commission and EP news and meetings


Commission Seminar on reform of the Market Policy on Fishery & Aquaculture Products - Brussels 7/7/2010

Mart Undrest, Estonian Fishermen’s Association, will represent the BS RAC at this meeting and report back to us. See the agenda here:
http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Dokumenter/Diverse/2010/Invitation%20ACFA%20RACs.pdf
The Belgians took over the EU Presidency on 1st July
Their top priority will be continued discussions of the CAP after 2013, as well as work on the future framework for the dairy sector. 
But fisheries is still important as well. Although actual proposals on CFP reform are not expected until the start of 2011, the Belgian presidency will keep the debate on the agenda, and the Commission is expected to produce an impact assessment in the second half of this year. As usual, the TAC/quota proposal for the Baltic stocks should be put forward in September (with a view to adoption in October). And at the October and November councils an update on negotiations with Norway can be expected. It also seems that we can expect discussions on the two proposals for multi-annual plans for salmon and the pelagic stocks in the Baltic. 

From the Community Fisheries Control Agency (CFCA)

1. Next Advisory Board on 21st September 2010, Vigo. 

We are encouraged to send topics we feel are more relevant to our RAC so they can be included on the Agenda.  Dear BS RAC members, come with subjects………………………
2. The CFCA draft Multiannual 2011-2015 and annual WP 2011

Dear BS RAC members: please contact the Secretariat if you want a copy of this. 
A final reminder of the policy day on 17th July: off to Montpellier?
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See here: http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1471&kind=4&pageId=1227
The Trawler: the newsletter from the European Parliament Fisheries Committee
Read about the inter-parliamentary committee meeting at the European Parliament on CFP reform: what they think is important in CFP reform. Regionalisation, Funding for research rather than vessel scrapping, Fish farming as an alternative, and note the question mark after: Transferrable fishing rights?
And then there is mention of the EU action plan for seabirds: the Commission is calling for stakeholder input to enrich the debate. We reported on this last time round. 
The Trawler is here:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201006/20100621ATT76404/20100621ATT76404EN.pdf
And another newsletter……………………….

The Farnet newsletter: the fisheries areas network 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/cms/farnet/sites/default/files/documents/FARNET_Newsletter_2010_06_EN.pdf

	Other news and meetings



Marcus Õhman, Swedish Ministry of Agriculture goes into the forests………….
After the summer holidays he will go on leave for 1 year to work with international forest politics at another division within the same ministry. He’s written to say thank you all for great collaboration! 
Marcus has been spearheading and coordinating the Baltfish initiative from Sweden. Thank you too, Marcus. 
An important reminder from ICES to the 14th Dialogue meeting in Galway, 12th -13th October 2010.
The only official programme available is in the attached flyer here: 

http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1460&kind=4&pageId=1227
We understand that there is room for three representatives per RAC. Two BS RAC members have already shown interest. 

The Fisheries Secretariat latest newsletter is here:
http://bk.venamail.com/display.php?M=705&C=0cdacbd3e583df8559c319f06bdb0265&S=170&L=1&N=126#2
Baltfood – from Øresund Food
Read about the “The Food Industry of the Baltic Sea Region”

The Baltfood project provides a platform for the food industry of the BSR (Baltic Sea Region). This is an analysis of the potential of the BSR food cluster, focusing on the identification of regional concentrations of interconnected companies and institutions in the food industry incl. sub branches of the food industry and how they relate to each other. See here:
http://www.oresund.org/food/news/news-archive/fresh-report-the-food-industry-of-the-baltic-sea-region
Nordstream FOGA activity maps
We’ve received from FOGA the maps for week 25, 2010, on teh basis of information from Nord Stream 

Activities concern mainly the EEZs of Sweden, Finland and Russia. 
Poland and Eurofish: yes, it’s official

Poland became the 13th member of EUROFISH International Organisation when it deposited the Instrument of Ratification at FAO Headquarters in Rome on 21 June 2010. The country was one of the first to support the creation of EUROFISH, when it signed the Agreement for the Establishment of the International Organisation for the Development of Fisheries in Eastern and Central Europe in May 2000.

Poland joins the other Baltic Sea region states, adding weight to the presence of the Baltic region in EUROFISH. We warmly welcome Poland as a member of our organisation, says Carmen Rodriguez Muñoz, Spain, Chairperson of the Governing Council of EUROFISH. The organization has emerged as a key player in the post harvest fisheries and aquaculture sector since it was established in 2003 as a successor to the FAO-executed EASTFISH Project. Our role is to promote the fish processing and aquaculture industries in our member countries and to facilitate the development of trade opportunities both among our members, and between them and the rest of Europe, says Ms Muñoz. We work with our partners creating ways to get better value for traditional fisheries and aquaculture products, and disseminating information about new ones. Aina Afanasjeva, director of Eurofish says, Poland has a highly dynamic processing sector and a significant aquaculture industry and we look forward to developing and executing projects for the mutual benefit of Poland and our other members. A special coverage of the Polish fisheries sector in the August 2010 issue of the Eurofish Magazine will mark Poland’s membership of EUROFISH.


Eurofish now has 13 member countries. These are Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Romania, Spain, and Turkey.

Baltic Sea Regional Advisory Council

H.C. Andersens Boulevard 37, 3rd floor   |   1553 Copenhagen V    |   Tel. +45 3393 5000   |   Fax +45 3393 5009   |   bsrac@bsrac.org   |   www.bsrac.org
Note from the BS RAC Secretariat: TO SAVE MONEY AND PAPER, PLEASE ONLY PRINT IF NECESSARY 

[image: image3.png]