Dear all, the Easter break is over. Here’s the news we have. Week 16.
	BS RAC news


Science workshop, General Assembly and ExCom

Please register and book hotel rooms! 
If you leave it much longer there won’t be any hotel rooms left, or economy flights. 

Science workshop 6th-7th May: We have some very distinguished participants coming to this workshop. 
Margit Eero (DTU Aqua) and Henn Ojaveer (Estonian Marine Institute) will make a short presentation of their research: Indicator-based assessment of the status of Baltic fish stocks from the EU FP6 project IMAGE.
Remember, that this meeting will start at the hotel Gdynia – we await final confirmation that there is room for us there. Please make sure you register. See here:
http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1334&kind=4&pageId=1081
General Assembly 8th May: We are very pleased to tell you that deputy minister of Poland Kazimierz Plocke, will open the General Assembly. We also hope he will be there to host a dinner on evening of 7th May. More details to follow. Please register – and indicate if you will be attending the dinner. 

Please consider if you would stand for Honorary chair of the General Assembly, or if you will nominate a candidate. We will send a revised agenda and attachments at the end of next week. 

http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1335&kind=4&pageId=1081
ExCom on 8th May: A few extra points will be added to the agenda. A revised agenda and attachments will be sent at the end of next week. Please let the Secretariat know if you intend to stand for re-election.

http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1335&kind=4&pageId=1081
Salmon WG of 10th March 2009.The minutes from this meeting were approved recently by the WG at its meeting on 2nd-3rd April. They are now posted on our website: 

http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1341&kind=4&pageId=1106
From Salmon WG in Copenhagen 2nd and 3rd April 2009 
As mentioned, WG members drafted a text containing a proposal for a BS RAC recommendation on a salmon management plan. The first opinion from the RAC from 2007 still forms the basis of the BS RAC views. The new draft text from the WG meeting has been sent to the ExCom in a written procedure for final approval before going forward to the Commission deadline today 17th April. lt is likely that it will be put on agenda of ExCom. 

From Malin Lönnroth, Federation of Finnish Fisheries Associations, we have received an English summary of the socio-economic study that the Finnish ministry ordered from the Finnish Game and Fisheries Research Institute, and that calculates the value of professional and recreational salmon fishing in Finland. The summary is posted on our website here:

http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1341&kind=4&pageId=1106
The paper in Finnish is now officially published on the webpage of the Finnish Game and Fisheries Research Institute, here: 

http://www.rktl.fi/www/uploads/pdf/lohenkalastuksen_taloudelliset_vaikutukset.pdf
 
The BSRAC conference in Stockholm 1st to 2nd October lunch to lunch. A letter of invitation from Reine and the Swedish minister for Agriculture Eskil Erlansson has now been sent to the ministers around the Baltic. The overriding theme of the conference is: Baltic Sea fisheries: lessons learned and future perspectives. It will be jointly arranged by the Swedish Ministry of Agriculture and the BSRAC. The Baltic Sea is one of the prioritised themes for the Swedish Presidency. An one key issue is fisheries. The fishing industry and the environment in the Baltic Sea are changing. This change requires new political decisions and management solutions. The conference will focus on the new decisions and solutions needed by starting in the past, passing through the present and looking to the future. It will focus on fisheries, but also take into account subjects relating to the environment. The Secretariat and Reine met with Swedish officials on Wednesday 15th April to make a draft list of speakers and topics for the conference. Together they will decide on the final participants. So we are still at a planning stage with a very provisional list of speakers. We still await confirmation from the Swedish government that they will finance this event. 
An invitation to all BS RAC members will of course be sent in due time. 
Note the dates in your diary now. 

	Commission news/meetings


Work Programme for 2009 for DG Mare

We have received an updated WP. See attached.

Cetaceans Workshop 24th and 25th March 2009: post-script
You will recall, the meeting in Brussels aimed at finding ways to improve implementation of Reg. 812/2004 on incidental catches of cetaceans. Krzysztof Stanuch, who represented the BS RAC,tell us that: 

· We discussed many times the ban of salmon driftnets in Baltic Sea. 

· We had a presentation of the situation in the salmon fishery after the ban.  

· We pointed out that according to Art.27 of regulation 2187/2005, by 1st January 2008, the Commission shall ensure that a scientific assessment of the effects of using the gear on cetaceans.  Such a report has not yet been done. 

· We mentioned about national reports of observers where there is no bycatch of cetaceans. 

· We mentioned that in the North Sea and Atlantic, salmon fishing by driftnets is allowed !!
The meeting also concerned another matters such as the use of pingers. Unfortunately, there was no clarification on the impact of salmon driftnets with respect to the bycatch of harbour porpoises. Due to above, I proposed to state as one of the conclusions that there is no such impact. The Commission didn't answer why they didn't provide the above-mentioned report. They said again that the ban was a political decision. 

Reform of the Common Organisation of the Markets

Here is the list of the all the national meetings on the reform of the Common market organisation:

7 April Gdynia PL

21 April Paris Fr

6 May Copenhagen DK

7 May London UK
8 May Lisbon PT

12 May Bonn DE

13 May the Hague NL

14 Madrid ES

The meeting in Copenhagen will take place at theMinistry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries

Slotsholmsgade 12, 1216, Copenhagen K, (Room F)

The Mediterranean RAC:  has recently been established. Two jobs are advertised for Executive Secretary and Secretary. See attached.
More spatial planning

DG Mare has sent us notification of the Maritime Spatial Planning workshop on 2-3 July 2009 – Azores. The deadline for registration is 05/06/2009. See attached letter from DG Mare. 
And the link to register at the workshop is: 
http://msp.inazores.net 

Link to Maritime Spatial Planning website at the Commission is: 
http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/spatial_planning_en.html 
	Other news


Ásmundur Guðjonsson, Senior Adviser from the Nordic Council of ministers has informed us of a conference on: ”Efficient Fisheries Management.” It takes place on 27th -28th August in Iceland. See attached. 
VASAB and spatial planning 
Talis Linkaits, Head of Secretariat, Baltic Sea Region, Spatial Planning Initiative VASAB

VASAB has sent an invitation to a VASAB Stakeholder Seminar on 21st April 2009 in Riga and will be devoted to discussion of policy recommendations and actions proposed by the VASAB Long Term Perspective document. Information about the seminar is available on VASAB web site www.vasab.org. 

vasab@inbox.lv

 

 

 ICES : Benchmarking 
ICES has informed us of the upcoming Benchmark Workshop on Short-lived Species on 31st August – 4 September in Bergen, Norway. It concerns:  

- Capelin in the Iceland-East Greenland-Jan Mayen area (Sub-areas V and XIV and Division IIa west of 5°W) 

- Barents Sea capelin (Sub-areas I and II, excluding Division IIa west of 5°W) 

- Bay of Biscay Anchovy (Sub-area VIII) 

- North Sea sprat (Sub-area IV) 

Contact secretariat if you want more information. 

The NS RAC has told us about a conference on the Local Dimension to European Maritime Policy, to be held in Peterhead on 18-19 May. For further information on the event and to register see:                                                          

http://aberdeenshiremaritimeweek.eventbrite.com                                                                               

The Control proposal

Guy VERNAEVE, Europêche, has sent us a press release and comments on the Control proposal from Europêche, European Association of Fish Producer Organisations and Cogeca (European agri-cooperatives). Attached. 
