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Luxemburg, 19 October 2009 

Press release
EU/FISHERIES: Europêche and COGECA reveal their position on the Commission’s Green Paper
Taking advantage of their presence in Luxemburg where they follow the work of the Council on “Agriculture and fisheries”, the Presidents of Europêche Javier Garat, and of the “fishery” section of COGECA, Giampaolo Buonfiglio have met the Commissioner for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs, Joe Borg, this morning. They have presented him with the official and detailed Europêche and COGECA position on the Commission’s Green Paper regarding the reform of the CFP.

This document in annex consists of over 20 pages and provides precise replies and concrete positions with regard to the numerous questions raised in the Green Paper on topics as diverse as:  responsibility of the sector in the future CFP, regionalised management model, fleet overcapacity, a differentiated regime for the small-scale fisheries and high sea fisheries, transferable fishing rights, market policy, the external dimension of the CFP, scientific research, structural funds, etc.
Presidents Garat and Buonfiglio have also indicated to Commissioner Borg that the present position is meant to evolve considering the numerous debates going on at national level until 31/12/2009, closing date of the public consultation. Moreover, they have informed him on the key seminar of the European catching sector that will deal with the issue of “resource management” and during which the following technical questions will be tackled:  discards, TAC and quotas, transferable rights, fishing effort, management plans. The seminar will be held in Croatia on 5 and 6 November 2009 and will be attended by an important delegation from DG MARE.
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