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	BSRAC news and meetings


The BS RAC Focus Group to work on the reform of the CFP 26th and 27th October 2009

This takes place next week over two days. 

Many BS RAC members have signed up for this meeting. We sent a paper to aid reflection and preparation. You can find it here:

http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Dokumenter/Focus%20Group%20on%20CFP/DiscussionpaperFinal.pdf
The end product from this meeting will be put to the next BS RAC ExCom meeting
Inter-RAC seminar on DECISION-MAKING IN THE REFORM OF THE COMMON FISHERIES POLICY
3 & 4 NOVEMBER 2009 at the Merchants’ Hall, Edinburgh, Scotland
Tuesday 3rd November 2009:

Scenarios and Options for Decision Making and Governance

Wednesday 4th November 2009: 
Defining a way forward for fisheries governance in Europe 
Reine Johansson BS RAC chair has accepted the invitation to present the results of the BS RAC Conference in Stockholm on the second day.
See here:

http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Dokumenter/Inter-RAC/Inter-RAC%20final%20Conference%20Programme%20191009Nov191009.pdf
BS RAC ExCom meeting 
This is planned for Wednesday 9th December in Gdynia, at the Sea Fisheries Institute (MIR).The invitation will be sent a month in advance of the meeting. Members will be advised to come the evening before, so we can make an early start on 9th December. We will reserve hotel rooms at the Hotel Gdynia. 
So what happened at the Fisheries Council 19th-20th October 2009 ??? 
We’ve received a press release from Brussels. For the Baltic, the Council reached political agreement on the Commission proposal on fishing possibilities for fish stocks in the Baltic Sea for 2010. On the positive side, with scientific advice showing that cod stocks in the Baltic are starting to recover, Council was able to agree on total allowable catches (TAC) increases of 15% and 8.3% for the eastern and western cod stocks respectively. On the less positive side, the western herring stock continues to cause serious concern, prompting Council to agree on a 16.5% reduction. Furthermore, a 12% reduction for the central herring stock and 5% reductions for sprat and for salmon in the Main Basin were also approved. According to the Council press release the changes in TACs agreed in Luxembourg will contribute to the ultimate aim of achieving the long-term sustainable exploitation of stocks. Following indications that discarding in the Baltic Sea may be on the rise, Council approved a high-grading ban for next year throughout the Baltic Sea, together with other selectivity measures to avoid discards. Among these measures: in the cod fishery from 1st January 2010 there will be an increase to 120 millimetre mesh size in Bacoma  and T90 gears in the western Baltic, and from 1st March the same requirement in the eastern Baltic. The panels must also be increased from the current 3.5 metres to 5.5 metres, and if sensors are used, to 6 metres. A few joint Council and Commission statements were made to the minutes of the Council meeting. And in these statements reference is made to the Stockholm declaration signed by Baltic Member States and the Commission at the Baltic Fisheries Conference on 1st October in Saltsjöbaden. One statement concerns the development of a roadmap in 2010 on further measures to eradicate discards in the Baltic. Another statement concerns the setting up of terms of reference for a technical working group together with stakeholders to look at measures to eradicate discards: for example with gear selectivity, closed areas for juvenile cod, or changes in the minimum sizes for cod. Denmark is expected to take the lead on setting up a technical working group.

We will inform when all the documents from the Council are made available. 

	Commission news and meetings


RAC coordination meeting 5th October 2009

The Commission has sent a us the minutes of the RAC coordination meeting between the RACs and the Commission from 6th October (reported on in week 41). BS RAC members please contact the Secretariat if you want to see these minutes. 
Seminar on scientific assessment of marine Natura 2000 proposals under Habitats directive in the Baltic, Sopot, Poland 23rd and 24th November.
We have now confirmed to DG Environment that Peter Breckling, Union of German Cutter Fishery, will represent the BS RAC at this meeting 
The Integrated Maritime Policy for the EU – priorities for the next Commission
The Commission has produced a press release and a report on progress so far on IMP. See here:

http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/press/press_rel151009_en.html
And the progress report:
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2009:0540:FIN:EN:PDF
	Other news and meetings


Remember the conference on regional fisheries management: WWF and Ocean 2012, September 29th in Brussels?

On Tuesday September 29th in Brussels, WWF and Ocean2012, with the support of the Committee on the

Regions, held a conference: “Regional Fisheries Management, Making It Work for Fisheries and the

Environment.” See a background paper from WWF and OCEAN 2012 called Regional Governance: Making it work for fisheries and the environment. See it here: 
Report from Nordic Council Conference at Hilton on 13th October: Regionalisation of the EU’s Common Fisheries Policy
This conference provided the opportunity to consider and discuss possible scenarios and models for a future regionalised CFP. David Symes of Hull University gave the keynote speech on regionalising the CFP and proposed 4 models for a new institutionalised solution:
· Model A: In-house model where DG Mare remains responsible for developing a regionalised CFP, but through greater use of the so-called comitology procedure with a committee comprising member states, and chaired by the Commission
· Model B: Dispersal solution where DG Mare staff are dispersed among the regions 

· Model C: Administrative solution where a standing conference of MS administrators is set up to meet regularly to interpret and implement fisheries policy. The RAC advice would be fed into this standing conference
· Model D: the new Regional Advisory Council: the “super RAC” - forming dedicated regional management organisations with a permanent staff and with representation from stakeholders, MS, and science. 
The pros and cons of these four models were considered and discussed. Poul Degnbol of DG Mare then gave his comments on CFP reform, including regionalisation, and the need to move from centralised micro-management to one or a combination of the above-mentioned models. He also suggested that perhaps we should learn from other sectors, such as transport, energy etc, instead of always comparing with fisheries models around the world. Andrew Brown of Marine Scotland gave examples of delegated decision-making in Scotland. Katarina Veem presented the Best Practices findings from Baltic 2020 and expressed the wish for a permanent regional management organisation with broad stakeholder involvement. Niels Wichmann gave the industry perspective – he believed very much in a regionalised solution: but how, and what model? Finally, Hugo Andersson of the NS RAC expressed the need for good governance with better dialogue.  He made the point that before we press for more regionalisation, we should know exactly what the 27 member states think about it. 
You can see some of the papers from the conference here:   
http://cfp-regionalisation.eu/
JAKFISH meeting on participatory modelling Wednesday 21st October, London: for Pelagic RAC and BS RAC 

Reine Johansson and Lothar Fischer (German Cutter and Coastal Fishermen’s Association) represented the BS RAC. We will send a report from the meeting as soon as we have it. It was apparently a very good, fruitful meeting. A shortlist of decisions/conclusions was drawn up and will be followed up on. One conclusion from the meeting was that there is not enough knowledge on this stock. Whilst it is known what the fishing mortality is, little is known about the natural mortality of the stock. The aim is to have a further meeting, which is apparently planned for 18th January 2010 in Copenhagen.
ICES news

To ICES Clients and observers,

	Michala Ovens Departmental Secretary Advisory Programme has sent an invitation to attend the December ICES Advisory Committee (ACOM) meeting as observer.  ACOM will meet in Lisbon, Portugal 7-10 December at FOR-MAR located close to IPIMAR (see attached meeting information).  The meeting is mainly a business meeting and it will deal only with approval of advice for 2 EC requests (‘Review of the haddock management plan’ and ‘Assessment of the Irish Box in the context of the Western waters regime’) and 1 Icelandic request (‘Review of the Icelandic cod management plan’). Please inform the ICES Secretariat (michala@ices.dk) about your participation. Invitation here: 


Report from Christian Stöhr, Chalmers University of Technology, on the BS RAC 
Christian Stöhr has sent us the final report on Facilitating Governance of Baltic Seas Fisheries

by Improving Communication Among Stakeholders. The aim of this was to improve communication among stakeholders in the BS RAC and its partner organizations as a means to improve effective governance of the Baltic Sea Fisheries in a sustainable manner. The research included observation of meetings and procedures and in‐depth interviews with members of the BS RAC, ICES and Member States’ agency

scientists, NGO’s, and European Commission staff. The results show that due to the complexity of the issues and the diversity of the BS RAC members, finding consensus is difficult for reasons that include distrust among the stakeholders and different levels of participation, communicative skills and approaches to consensus building. In addition, the level of understanding and clarity of communication of science among

stakeholders has a major impact on the RAC discussions. 
See the report here:

Christian has also made available one of the research papers which the team are working on that looks a little more closely on the relation between science and participatory forums as the BS RAC. BS RAC members can contact the BS RAC secretariat if they are interested in seeing this. 
European Parliament Public Hearing on CFP

From the European Parliament we are informed informally that the Committee on Fisheries of the European Parliament will organise a public hearing on the Green Paper on reform of the Common Fisheries Policy. This hearing will most probably take place on 1st December 2009 in Brussels and, depending on the final approval by the next Coordinators meeting, invitations to participation of representatives all the RACs are likely to be sent early November. This hearing will take place in the framework of the ongoing EP report on this issue (rapporteur on behalf of the Committee on Fisheries: Maria do Céu Patrao Neves).

Please note the date on your agendas, subject to confirmation in the near future
What Baltic 2020 thinks about CFP Reform 
We have received the submission that Baltic Sea 2020 has made to the European Commission in response to the Green Book regarding the reform of the European Fisheries Policy. See here: 

If you have questions or suggestions – please contact Katarina Veem, Programme Director, Baltic 2020:
http://www.balticsea2020.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=148&Itemid=63&lang=en
The EUROFISH magazine for October has two interesting features:  
1. Lithuania: focus on its fisheries sector, with the following articles: 

· Fish processing shows strong growth, 
· Fishing for pelagics off west Africa. 
· Supplying Pacific mackerel and horse mackerel to Africa , 
· Salmon processing moves to a new factory 
· Winning the battle against recession and changing the structure of the fish masket takes time (Klaipeda Fish auction) 
2. Sustainability: MSC or Friend of the Sea? Eco-certifiers in harsh competition: the merits of these two labeling schemes are presented and discussed
Contact Eurofish: www.eurofish.dk
Marine Stewardship Council celebrates 10 years of labelling

From MSC we’ve received their annual report for 2008/2009
The Marine Stewardship Council is celebrating 10 years of its work and activities. Read here:
http://www.msc.org/newsroom/msc-news/archive-2009/net-benefits-ten-years-of-msc-certified-fisheries
http://www.msc.org/
A press release from Europêche/COGECA on CFP reform
Europêche/COGECA have sent us a press release and refer to their position paper on CFP Reform.
The European catching sector is holding a seminar to deal with the issue of “resource management.” The seminar will be held in Croatia on 5 and 6 November 2009 and will be attended by an important delegation from DG MARE. It will tackle the following: discards, TAC and quotas, transferable rights, fishing effort, management plans. 

See here:

The Fisheries Secretariat regular newsletter 

Read their latest news here:
http://bk.venamail.com/display.php?M=705&C=0cdacbd3e583df8559c319f06bdb0265&S=34&L=1&N=36
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