	BS RAC news


From the BSRAC meetings last week: Science Workshop, General Assembly and Executive Committee
The reports will follow as soon as possible. 
At the General Assembly there was a welcoming speech from the Polish minister for Fisheries, Kazimierz Plocke. He stressed the good cooperation with the BSRAC. Ernesto Penas Lado, from DG Mare, gave a detailed presentation on the reform of the CFP. 
Steve Karnicki, Deputy Director at Sea Fisheries Institute, Gdynia, accepted to be honorary chair for the three years 2009 -2012. 

Reine Johansson was re-elected for a further three years as chair of the BSRAC, and Ewa Milewska for a further year as vice chair. 

Please see website for updated list of members of the BS RAC and ExCom.

We have written to those members who have not yet paid their membership fee: it was agreed at General Assembly to give them two reminders. 

For those who read Danish, there are several reports from the meeting in this week’s edition of “Fiskeritidende” by their journalist Lone Hansen. 

	**Please send us your travel claims from Gdynia meetings by 8th June – or else no refund**


BS RAC Recommendation on Salmon management plan

We have sent a recommendation to the Commission and member states. 

You can access the documents here:
http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1356&kind=11&pageId=1084
The Commission has welcomed our contribution. We await a more detailed reply from the Commission in due course.  

Forthcoming BS RAC meetings
Focus Group Area IIIa Monday 18th May, Copenhagen 

Ryszard Malik  (Chairman, BS RAC Pelagic WG), Association of Fishermens of Sea- PO

Lothar Fischer, German Cutter & Coastal Fishermen's Ass.

Christian Olesen, Pelagic RAC

Reine Johansson,Swedish Fishermen's Federation

Carl Jesper Hermansen, Danish Fishermen's Association (Skagen)

Jesper Juul Larsen, Danish Fishermen's Association (Esbjerg)

Aukje Coers (Executive Secretary), Pelagic RAC

Sally Clink (Secretary), BS RAC Secretariat

Clara Ulrich Rescan, DTU Aqua

Sten Sverdrup-Jensen, Innovative Fisheries Management, IFM

Søren Eliasen, Innovative Fisheries Management, IFM

Krsyzstof Stanuch, Fishing Shopwners Association, Poland and Polish Fisheries Chamber

Stefan Richert, Association of Fishermens of Sea- PO
Demersal WG 9th June Copenhagen – we will confirm exactly where and when as soon as possible. The focus will be on selectivity and TAC/quotas for 2010. 
Pelagic WG some time early June – hopefully Copenhagen.
ExCom (workshop form) 22nd-23rd June Vaasa, Finland.  We are sorting out the logistics and await final confirmation of venue and exact dates. The main aim of this meeting is to work on BS RAC input on the reform of the CFP, and we count on all members to take part in this important process. Please note the dates.
	Commission news/meetings


The build up to advice on TACs/quotas for the Baltic Sea 2010. 
From the Commission we have the following timetable of work:

25 May publication of the policy statement, outlining the rules for TAC setting in light of the scientific advice

29 May ICES advice on Baltic stocks

26 May STECF advice on Baltic stocks

10 July launch of inter-service consultation on the TAC proposal

First week of September tabling of the proposal
In light of the schedule, BS RAC advice on the TAC setting should not reach the Commission later than end of June to ensure that it can be fully taken into account.
On 13th May the European Commission presented its views on how to set fishing possibilities in EU waters for 2010. See here:

http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/press_corner/press_releases/2009/com09_28_en.htm
A consultation document sets out the approach the Commission intends to take when setting the Total Allowable Catches (TACs) and the fishing effort limitations for the coming year. The communication is attached in English and German. Translations in other languages will be available soon. 
 The Commission would like to invite RAC representatives to a workshop on this issue on 23 July 2009 (this is to be confirmed).

From the Commission’s Salmon consultation 28th April, Brussels 

Commission have sent a thank you for participation in the consultation meeting on Baltic salmon. Reine Johansson did an excellent job as moderator. The presentations from the meeting are on the DG MARE web site http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/governance/consultations/consultation_baltic_salmon_en.htm
On the web page are also the contributions from the open consultation process. BS RAC is not there yet, but has been sent.
STECF

From DG Mare:

Attached the final version of the STECF report related to the last spring plenary meeting.

This version has been officially endorsed by the plenary and may be consequently considered as the official opinion of the STECF on requests for scientific advice that the DG Mare sent to STECF members for the spring plenary few weeks ago.

More STECF

The 2009 Summer STECF plenary meeting will take place in Copenhagen from 13.07.2009 to 17.07.2009. 

If we have any questions to submit to STECF, we must inform the Commission before 05.06.2009. 

IUU Fishing

From the Commission we have received a presentation made by the Commission at a stakeholders’ seminar on IUU of 7th May. More information on IUU Fishing on DG MARE's website: http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/external_relations/illegal_fishing/meetings_en.htm#stakeholders
	Other news


ICES Baltic Advice Drafting Group 18th -20th May 2009 Copenhagen 

Michael Andersen will take part on behalf of the BS RAC

ICES young scientist nominations of candidates
By 29th May to the BS RAC Secretariat.
ICES seminar for a Turkish delegation from the Turkish administration and research institutes Tuesday 12th May. 

We gave a presentation of the RAC system and the importance of cooperation with ICES and scientific institutes. 

Nord Stream seminar 12th May Copenhagen. 
“The future of the Baltic Sea: energy and environment” 
This was attended by about 20 people. The moderator was Editor Anna Libak of Weekendavisen
The overall themes were: 
How to reduce environmental influences in the Baltic? What effects will an infrastructure project such as Nord Stream have on the environment of the Baltic? What aspects are important with respect to assessing and reducing environmental influences?  

The speakers were:

· Ola Oskarsson, Marine biologist Marin Mätteknik AB
He gave an introduction to the environment of the Baltic – pointed out the specifics such as salt levels, eutrophication and referred to HELCOM on the state of biodiversity.

· Jørgen Erik Larsen, Project Director, DHI Group
He told about the Femer Belt project and all the factors that had to be taken into account when planning such a project. They have the benefit of experience gained from similar projects. 
· Peter Blach, Director, Offshore Center Denmark 
He presented environmental considerations in the Danish offshore sector and the expertise they can provide when such large offshore installations are planned
· Neel Strøbæk, Project Director, Rambøll
She gave a detailed account of the planning of offshore pipelines – in this case across the Baltic Sea. She went into detail on the work done to establish the route of the pipelines across the Baltic. She spent a long time talking about the special characteristics around Bornholm and the work that had been done together with the fisheries sector in connection with the possible effects of the pipeline of the fishery. She said that there was a good cooperation with the Fishermen’s Association of Bornholm and Christiansø and with Thomas Thomsen with respect to over-trawlability. Reports from the on-going studies and trials will be available in a couple of weeks.   
· Jørn Bo Larsen, Senior adviser, Senior biologist, Rambøll 

He gave an account of assessing the environmental influences of the Nord Stream project – of laying the pipelines and when the pipelines are in operation. A lot of studies had been done. Again, he mentioned the importance of Bornholm – statistics show that in terms of volume and value the fishery here is the most important in the Baltic. Their research had shown that the pipelines will not have any effect on the flow of water into the Baltic from the North Sea. 
 After the presentation there was a general discussion of the project and of the implications such large-scale activities for the Baltic and other marine areas. From the BSRAC we underlined the importance of dialogue and asked Rambøll about the effects of the pipeline on over-trawlability and what the plans are for compensating fishermen of possible effects. Rambøll were looking into this. Again, the good cooperation with Danish fishermen was stressed by Rambøll.  
Eurofish 

Eurofish held a reception on 12th May to say good bye to the out going Director Victor Hjort and hello the new Director Aina Afanasjeva. The BS RAC Secretariat took part.
Conference in Denmark on CFP Reform

From the Danish Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries we have received an invitation to a ministerial conference on 8th October on the revision of the Common Fisheries Policy. Reine our BS RAC chair will represent the BSRAC. 
Governance and the RACs

From the European Parliament we have received the European Parliament resolution of 24 April 2009 on Governance within the CFP: the European Parliament, the Regional Advisory Councils and other actors, in all the available languages. The implementation and the follow-up of this resolution, which calls for closer links between the European Parliament and the RACs, will be dealt with by the newly elected Committee on Fisheries of the EP, in the next legislative term. Read it!
The Association of Danish Fishermen (DF)
DF holds its General Assembly on Saturday 16th May 2009. The major item on the agenda is the election of a new chairman for the Association. 

Also important is that the Association will say farewell to Henning Gyldenlev, Director of finance, at a reception later that day. He can boast 36½ years working with the fisheries sector. We wish him a happy retirement and we’ve sent him a farewell greeting from the BSRAC. 

Baltic 2020

The Best Practice report is now available on the webpage of Baltic 2020.
It is available to down load immediately, but can also be ordered in a printed version. Follow the links and instructions on www.balticsea2020.org
From NSRAC  - guide to CFP 
Please see the attached guide on the Common Fisheries Policy (2008).

If you have not come across it before, you may find it useful.

BONUS EEG

The BONUS programme training event. There will be a BONUS young scientist’s generic course on two topics: Good Scientific practice and Mechanisms on Marine Environment protection, in Tallinn on August 20th-21st, 2009. The course will be in connection to the Baltic Sea Science Conference.   20-30 young scientists will attend the event.
Fish stock is one of the subjects for the 2nd day course. Stefanie Schmidt, DG Mare, has agreed to give a 45-60 minute lecture about the CFP: implementation of the EU’ s Common Fisheries Policy and Protection of the commercial fish stocks of the Baltic Sea.  
Europêche

Attached a press release on new members to Europêche. The Polish Organisation of North-Atlantic Producers (PAOP) is one of them.
