	BSRAC news and meetings


BS RAC Conference 1st –2nd October 2009: 

Baltic Sea Fisheries: Lessons Learned and Future Perspectives"

You can find the declaration, the presentations and the conclusions from the conference here:

http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1374&kind=4&pageId=1106
The final report will follow as soon as possible.

Big thanks to the Danish fishing newspaper Fiskeritidende for detailed coverage of the conference in this week’s newspaper on pages 12-13 (sorry, Danish only).

The BS RAC Focus Group to work on the reform of the CFP 26th and 27th October 2009

Please remember the invitation to this meeting here:

http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1365&kind=4&pageId=1081
Many members have already confirmed that they will take part. We will send you a paper as soon as possible in advance of the meeting - to aid reflection and preparation. This is being prepared together with the Chair of the Focus Group and the BS RAC Chair.

We will ensure that the meeting can start a little later than 10 am. 

Deadline for registering is Wednesday 14th October (And for hotel). 

Inter-RAC seminar on DECISION-MAKING IN THE REFORM OF THE COMMON FISHERIES POLICY
3 & 4 NOVEMBER 2009

VENUE: THE GEORGE HOTEL, EDINBURGH, UK/SCOTLAND
Tuesday 3rd November 2009:

Scenarios and Options for Decision Making and Governance

Wednesday 4th November 2009: 
Defining a way forward for fisheries governance in Europe 
Please find enclosed the program of the seminar. Link here:
http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Dokumenter/Inter-RAC/Inter-RAC20CFP20conference20draft20prog20140909.pdf 

Registration:
You can register online here: http://interrac.eventbrite.com/
We await confirmation that Reine Johansson will confirm the invitation to attend and present the results of the BS RAC Conference on the second day of the Edinburgh meeting. Please note that the BS RAC is not able to cover the costs for BS RAC members to participate at this meeting. 

JAKFISH meeting on participatory modelling Wednesday 21st October, London: for Pelagic RAC and BS RAC 

This meeting is now confirmed and from the BS RAC will be Reine Johansson and Lothar Fischer (German Cutter and Coastal Fishermen’s Association). A final agenda is being drawn up and will cover stock assessment, management plan, biology etc. 
 

Date and venue for next BS RAC ExCom meeting

 
Ex Com members have already been consulted about a later date for this ExCom.  A suggestion is Wednesday 9th December in Gdynia at MIR - away from Copenhagen at the time of the Climate Summit, when it will be impossible to get hotel rooms. We know it will be impossible to find a date that will suit everyone, and we apologise for that. If you already have points for the agenda, please contact Secretariat. 

	Commission news and meetings


The joint ACFA-RACs meeting 290909 (for TACs and quotas 2010)
From the Commission we have received a working paper produced by the Commission services for information purposes. It has been circulated to provide background material for the discussions held with at the joint ACFA-RACs meeting of 29 September 2009, in the context of the process leading to the adoption of the 2009 fishing Opportunities Regulation. See here: http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/1Table%20-%20TAC%202010.pdf 

From the Coordination meeting with the RACs 051009

The Commission DG Mare held its regular meeting with the RAC secretariats in Brussels. The Secretariats met in advance of this meeting to prepare and inform each other of current problems, activities and events. The Inter-RAC seminar on good governance 3rd-4th November was one thing. The RACs also drew up a list of budget issues that the secretariats were grappling with (year-to-year flexibility, how to handle deficit of receipts, contribution in-kind etc). At the meeting with the Commission, the Commission gave a presentation of the work programme for the year to come, and presented its new interactive web-based platform for the RAC secretariats to log onto and update with coming events and meetings. ACFA also has access. The idea is for stakeholders to be able to view this site and keep updated on meetings etc. There was a discussion of various budgetary issues and problems that the RACs experienced. The Commission took note and would reply. Another point was how to improve the consultation procedure, so RACs have more time to prepare and provide input in good time. The European Parliament was at the meeting (Carmen Fraga): this was welcomed by the RACs, and it was underlined that the hope was for Information exchange as a two-way process between the Parliament and the RACs. 

European Fisheries Areas Network (FARNET)

An invitation has been sent to us to attend a reception to mark the launch of FARNET

Date: 15 October 2009, Time: 18.00 – 20.00

Location:

FARNET Support Unit Offices

Rue Saint Laurent 36-38

1000 Bruxelles

Over the next five years, over two hundred local partnerships will be exploring new strategies for the sustainable development of fisheries areas. They will receive over €800 million of public seed funding under axis 4 of the European Fisheries Fund and will be mobilising local actors from all sectors – fishing organisations, private companies, public sector, civil society to find solutions to the challenges facing fisheries areas.

The FARNET Support Unit has been set up by the European Commission to assist in this exciting venture and support the networking of these groups.  We cordially invite you to meet some of the stakeholders involved and find out more about FARNET and its Support Unit.

Fokion Fotiadis, Director General of DG MARE, will outline the Commission’s expectations for the development of fisheries areas and the role of the network.

Drinks and hors d´œuvres will bring you a taste of the sea…

Please click invitation15october@farnet.eu to confirm your attendance to 

For further information: Tel: +32 2 613 26 50

Access:

http://maps.google.be/maps?hl=en&q=36+rue+saint+laurent+1000+Bruxelles&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=Rue+Saint-Laurent+36,+1000+Bruxelles&gl=be&ei=spa7StabCMOF_AaL9MGdDQ&ll=50.851989,4.36198&spn=0.003224,0.018754&z=16&iwloc=A
Marine Natura 2000 Seminar 23 -24 November 2009

From the European Commission, on behalf of François Wakenhut we have received an invitation and registration form to the Marine Natura 2000 Seminar for the Baltic Sea Region in Sopot, Poland - 23 and 24 November 2009. Two representatives per RAC can attend. Travel costs will be reimbursed for one person.  See here: http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/2Seminar%20Sopot.pdf 

Please contact BS RAC secretariat if you are interested. 

	Other news and meetings


Conference: A New Fisheries Policy for fishers to take over stewardship of the fishery

(Danfish International, Aalborg, 8th October 2009)

Eva Kjer was host to a meeting to discuss the future fisheries policy post-CFP reform. The BS RAC was represented. Eva Kjer presented the Danish view of catch quota management and the camera trials where everything caught is kept on board and landed. Representatives from WWF and an international NGO seaweb.org gave their views of how a future fisheries policy should incorporate accountability by the market, and they supported the Danish initiative with catch quotas. High level government representatives from the Netherlands, Scotland, the UK gave their perspective on future fisheries policy and pointed out, amongst other things, the importance of regional management and decision making lower down the chain, as well as more stakeholder involvement. Ernesto Penas from DG Mare talked about CFP Reform and underlined that the Commission was very much in listening mode and wanted stakeholder input until  311209 particularly on: the decision-making process, regionalisation (a crucial issue) the future of regional funds, small-scale fisheries, ITQs, the integration of the CFP in other maritime policies, and discards. Finally, Ichiro Nomura, Assistant Director-General, FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture, gave a perspective of FAO and its policy areas. Asked whether FAO could produce an assessment of current certification schemes, he replied that this was not the role of FAO, but that FAO had been heavily involved in drawing up guidelines on eco-labelling and certification of fish. FAO is a global and neutral forum, and makes recommendations on the development of standards.  

The programme from the conference is here:

http://www.danfish.com/media/Danfish_Conference_prg_26-09-2009(1).pdf
Western Baltic Herring – reply and comments from the Commissioner Joe Borg

The Union of German Cutter Fishery has sent us a copy of a letter from Joe Borg to Norbert Kahlfuss, Chairman of the German Fishermens’ Union, about Western Herring. Joe Borg gives comments to the recommendations made and to gives the Commission’s view on the state of the stocks. It is in German. 

See here: Sorry we have technical problems uplinking. The letter can be seen on our website: www.bsrac.org 

East meets west: fishermen cooperating on management:  a fishermen-friendly approach

  

Vesa Tchernij of Iconex Ltd/AB has sent us a link to YouTube about cooperation between fishermen around the Baltic on fisheries management  It’s in English, and you can see it here:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsnvhGk46W0
If you want to contact Vesa, his e mail is: 

icones@co.inet.fi
And linked to that is the Simrishamn event on 15th and 16th October. See here: 

Conference in the Baltic Sea Forum on October 15th - 16th 2009 on Sustainable fishery - from theory to practice

This will be held in Simrishamn, southern Sweden and is organised by the Marine Center. Reine Johansson has been invited to hold a presentation on behalf of the BS RAC. This conference will also include workshops on such subjects as selective fishing gear, ghost nets, vessel engines and fuel consumption from an environmental perspective, socio-economic preconditions in the countries around the Baltic, marine Protected Areas (MPA) and the eastern cod stock. See draft programme here: http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/week38/Draft%20programmeBSF.pdf
 

What does the UK think about CFP Reform?

From the NS RAC, we have received a discussion paper by the Department for Environment for Food, and Rural Affairs on CFP Reform. See here: http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/4DEFRA%2022750%20CFP%20Reform%20Discussion%20Paper_1.pdf 

	BALTIC RO-RO AND FERRY CONFERENCE 2009

	



Difficult Times -
new opportunities for Baltic ferry and ro-ro transport 
4-5 November 2009 
Venue: Port of Gdynia Authority 

Main Topics:
· Transport in the crisis times - influence on Baltic ro-ro and ferry market 

· New approach to the fleet and seaports development engaged in ro-ro and ferry services 
· Ferry services and cruise lines on the Baltic - competition or cooperation? 
· Market requirements of ro-ro and ferry services development as important alternative for road haulage in the Region 

More information 

Conference Partner








LINK: Energetykow 3/4; 70-656 SZCZECIN; t/f: +48 91 4623414; info@maritime.com.pl 



European Anglers Press release on the proposed Control Regualtion 

	PRESS RELEASE Friday, 2 October 2009

European Anglers Recommend Ministers to  delete Article 47 in new Fisheries Control Regulation. A new Fisheries Control Regulation shall take effect 1 January.

The Ministers meet to discuss a draft text 19 October and might adopt a final text at their November meeting.

- "The European Anglers Alliance (EAA) believes that the timescale to resolve all outstanding issues
concerning recreational fisheries properly before the deadline is far too short"....
See press release here: http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/5%20EAA_Release_Art_47_Oct_02_final.pdf 

Contact:
 Jan Kappel, General Secretary 
EAA, the European Anglers Alliance

 email@eaa-europe.eu
 www.eaa-europe.eu
 


	


News from ICES

ICES reply on selectivity

ICES has published its answer to the European Commission on: Ways to improve selectivity in Baltic cod fisheries for which cod is recognised as target species. See here:
http://www.ices.dk/committe/acom/comwork/report/2009/Special20Requests/EC20Baltic20Cod20Selection.pdf 

Reminder from Hans Lassen at ICES on coming workshops 

The International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) is the prime source of advice on the marine ecosystem to governments and international regulatory bodies that manage the North Atlantic Ocean and adjacent seas.  In a constant effort to improve the quality, clarity and relevance of the advice provided, ICES is canvassing users of the ICES advice on their views regarding several aspects of the advice provided in the most recent year and is seeking suggestions for improvement. 

You may already have seen the announcement of two workshops that are planned this autumn on the format and the form of the advice (note: dates have changed);

1. on the Form of the Advisory Framework (WKFORM) 1–3 December in Lisbon, chaired by Mike Sissenwine (ACOM Chair)

2. on the Format of the Advisory Report (WKFAR) 3–5 December in Lisbon, chaired by Carl O’Brien (ACOM Vice-Chair)

They represent an opportunity for managers and stakeholders to provide input to the discussions in the Advisory Committee that will lay down guidelines for the basis and formulation of the future ICES advice.

As a basis for these meetings ICES has launched a questionnaire for stakeholders in the form of a short and concise web based survey: 

ICES Stakeholder survey
Please fill in the appropriate survey and/or distribute these links to people in your country that actively make use the ICES advisory report.  

The European Association of Fishing Ports and Auctions: who are they?

Pim Wisser of the European Association of Fishing Ports and Auctions has sent us a Power point presentation on the EAFPA: what it is, what is does and what it is working to achieve. He recently gave this presentation at the annual meeting in Brugge. See it here: http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/6%20Eafpa%20Brugge.pdf 

Remember Seas at Risk conference

“Towards a sustainable European fishing fleet: the double challenge of restructuring and reducing the fleet". The conference will take place on  Wednesday 21st October 2009 at the Stanhope Hotel in Brussels. 


If you would like to attend, contact nkontoulis@seas-at-risk.org  or by fax to 0032 2 893 0966 by 15th October 2009 Natalie Kontoulis Communications and Policy Assistant

Seas At Risk

Rue d'Edimbourg 26, B1050 Brussels

Tel: +32 2 893 09 67  Fax: +32 2 893 09 66

Mobile: +32 487 283 779

www.seas-at-risk.org
Programme here: http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/7%20Seas%20at%20Risk%20flyer-conf%20final.pdf 

