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   Happy birthday BS RAC! 

Dear members and observers the news here covers weeks 11 and 12.

	BS RAC news


The BS RAC now enters its fourth year. We have just received the signed agreement from the Commission. We have asked for the first instalment to finance our work. The Swedish Fishermen’s Federation is guarantor for the first instalment.

Invoices have been sent out to request membership payments. Thank you to those who have already paid.  

BS RAC Excom meeting Tallinn, 20th February. The minutes, as well as the annexes, have now been put on our website. See here:

http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1336&kind=4&pageId=1106
BS RAC Workshop on Spatial Planning, 19th-20th February, Tallinn, is also now fully reported on our website. There are three documents: Executive summary, final report, and summary of plenary discussions. See here:

http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1314&kind=4&pageId=1106
Peter Breckling (Union of German Cutter Fishery) attended the Commission’s MSP Kick-off conference Brussels on 26th February and reported that his impression was that the member states will continue or intend to work on maritime spatial planning more or less on their own. At EU-level there will be at the end an exchange of information and some (non-binding) guiding principles.
BS RAC Salmon WG on Tuesday 10th March

The aim of this meeting was three fold: to hear about the ICES report on options for a new management plan for salmon, to hear about the socio-economic impact report and to consider the Commission’s consultation paper with questions for stakeholders. There was a lot of information to take in at this meeting. The two PowerPoint presentations from this WG have been put on our website linked to that meeting.

There was not enough time to start considering the questions from the Commission. 

So it was agreed to meet again in Copenhagen on 2nd+3rd April. The aim of the meeting is to formulate and agree on a BS RAC response to the Commission’s consultation paper. An invitation to this meeting has been sent out.

The questions from the consultation have been sent to members of the WG. To contribute to the work, the deadline for answering the questions is 25th March. The consultation document and the questions linked to the meeting are here:

http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1347&kind=4&pageId=1106
The Pelagic Working Group has just held its meeting in Gdynia on 17th March. It was well attended. The main subject was the long-term management plan for the pelagic stocks, which will be the main focus of the work of the WG this year. We await input from the Commission. There was also a presentation of the JAKFISH and GAP projects. A new WG meeting will probably be held early June to go into more detail on the long-term management plan and to consider the advice from ICES for stocks for 2010. It was agreed to hold a small focus group meeting together with representatives from the Pelagic RAC to look at Western herring in Area IIIa/22-24 so as to have a discussion between the stakeholders of both RACs in relation to the management of this stock. Full minutes of the meeting are to follow. 

The Demersal Working Group also met in Gdynia on 18th March. This was also very well attended, particularly by stakeholders from Polish organisations. There were some interesting presentations of projects concerning cod restocking (RESTOCK) and how decisions on recovery plans are taken (UNCOVER). The key issue at the meeting was selectivity in the cod fishery and a discussion of the effectiveness of the BACOMA and T90 gear types. There was a very long discussion about what recommendations the BS RAC should work on in this respect. No new decisions were made at this meeting. It was agreed to work further on the subject at coming meetings. Full minutes of the meeting are to follow
The BS RAC Science workshop 6th and 7th May 2008 has now been announced on our website. Ilan Chabay from Public Learning and Understanding of Science (PLUS) at Chalmers University has very kindly confirmed that he is able to provide funding to sponsor the first part of this workshop which is on 6th May.  

See here:

http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1337&kind=4&pageId=1106
There will be interpreting to and from Polish at the workshop 

BS RAC General Assembly Friday 8th May, Gdynia 

Invitations will be sent out in early April. Poul Degnbol from DG Mare has confirmed that he will come and present the Green Paper on the Reform of the CFP. 

Ilan Chabay will be invited to give a summary presentation of the work being done by his team at Chalmers University and in connection with the Science Workshop. 
Please remember that an important agenda item is membership of the Executive Committee for the next three years. We want to hear from members who are gong to stand for re-election or from members who want to be on the ExCom. We are also looking for a new Honorary chair of the General Assembly. 

Support for the gcPLUS team and Polish Roundtable

Reine Johansson, BSRAC chair, has sent to Baltic 2020 a letter of support from the BS RAC to encourage an extension of funding to the gcPLUS team. This would enable them to work on work on creating an informal core group - a Polish Roundtable - and with support from gcPLUS, to develop a new level of dialogue on fisheries, which could also be extended to the three Baltic States.

	Commission


Cetaceans Workshop 23rd March 2009 

Please see the annotated agenda attached. Krzysztof Stanuch (Association of Fishermen’s Sea-PO) is representing the BSRAC.  Michael Andersen, Danish fishermen’s Association, has been invited by the Commission to give a view from the industry. 

Economic Analysis of raising "de minimis" aid for fisheries

We have received this report. It has been done by: FRAMIAN BV, in co-operation with Symbeyond Research Group. Contact: Pavel Salz Framian BV Achterburg 9 2641 LA Pijnacker, Netherlands. Report attached. 
	Other news, organisations


Baltic 2020 

Held their workshop Best Practices in Fisheries Management in Copenhagen on 12th and 13th March 

Reine, BS RAC chairman, attended. This will be rounded off with a Conference on Sustainable Fisheries on 3rd April in Brussels, which Reine will take part in. The aim of the conference is to present a new report on Achieving sustainable fisheries. See:

http://www.balticsea2020.org/
FAO 

The Committee of Fisheries recently held its meeting in Rome (2nd –6th March) and presented the 2008 report on "State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture" (SOFIA)
According to the report, existing responsible fishing practices need to be more widely implemented and current management plans should be expanded to include strategies for coping with climate change. 19% of the major commercial marine fish stocks monitored by FAO are overexploited, 8 % are depleted, around half (52%) rank as fully exploited and are producing catches that are at or close to their maximum sustainable limits and 20% of stocks fall into the moderately exploited or under-exploited category. SOFIA identifies overcapacity as a key problem affecting fisheries today. Climate change is also an issue for the future. See:  

Press release FAO, March 3

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/10270/icode/ 

SOFIA report the State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2008

http://www.fao.org/docrep/011/i0250e/i0250e00.htm
Eurofish

The February edition of the Eurofish magazine has an article on Estonia, and tells about strategic management plans to assist the sustainability of the coastal fishery. 

http://eurofish.dk/
Closing the net on illegal fishing 

Source: BBC website, February 20th

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/7900431.stm

According to an OECD fisheries expert: "We have estimated the problem of illegal fishing as being as much as 20% of the global catch." 
Almost half of the boats off the coast of West Africa are estimated to be operating outside the law. 
An NGO representative told on the BBC that "These vessels are at sea for years ... they transfer their fish on to other vessels, they get refueled at sea; even the crews are changed at sea. So nobody sees what's happening, and there's nobody to go there and tell them to respect the rules. It's another world." 

"China is the largest fisher in the world, and the illegal fishers would come second," said the EU fisheries commissioner, "So we are speaking of fishing carried out legally by bodies like the EU, Chile and Peru being outranked by illegal fishing". 

 

European Parliament: resolution on whaling 

On 18th-19th February the EP adopted a resolution on Comminyt action in relation to whaling. They have sent it to the RACs. This is attached. 

ICES

The report from the MIRAC meeting is here:

http://www.ices.dk/reports/ACOM/2009/MIRAC/mirac_2009.pdf
The Executive summary is attached.
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