NEWSLETTER WEEK 21

Very briefly to you this week. 

	BS RAC news


From ExCom 8th May 2009

Please find attached the minutes from the ExCom of 8th May in Gdynia. These have been checked by Ottilia Thoreson (WWF) and Henrik Svenberg (Swedish Fishermen’s Federation).

From the Focus Group meeting of 18th May in Copenhagen to look at Herring Area IIIa 

We report briefly that:

· It was agreed that there was need for cooperation between the 2 RACs on this. The next meeting would be hosted by the Pelagic RAC (no date agreed) 
· It was agreed that both RACs would now await the scientifc advice from ICES and work on this separately.  

· Both RACs agreed to keep to the 50 - 50 distribution of resources between the Baltic and North Sea for the time being. 

Full minutes from this meeting will come soon. 

Small planning meeting for BS RAC conference Monday 8th June 2009

This will take place at the BS RAC offices in the evening. Some members of ExCom have said they will take part in advance of the Demersal WG the next day. This is to finalise the programme for the conference and decide on speakers. To be put to ExCom in June for approval. 

Demersal Working Group on Tuesday 9th June 2009

You know this will be in Copenhagen, but we still await final confirmation of where (!). 

Invitation and agenda to follow ASAP. Important meeting: selectivity and TAC/quotas for 2010.

Please sign up. 

Pelagic Working Group Monday 15th June 

This will definitely be at ICES, Copenhagen. 

Invitation and agenda to follow ASAP. Important meeting: TAC/quotas for 2010, and long-term management for pelagic species. 

Please sign up.
ExCom will be on Tuesday 23rd June 2009 

This is planned to be a day-long meeting, with early start to allow also for an ad hoc WG on reform of the CFP.

The Regional Council of Ostrobothnia will kindly host a dinner in the evening.

You will need to travel there on evening of 22nd June and back on the morning of 24th June.  

Invitation and draft agenda will be sent to you as soon as possible.    

RAC Coordination meeting with Commission Friday 26th June, Brussels

Ewa Milewska and Sally will represent BS RAC. 

	BS RAC offices will be closed Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd May for Ascension.

Annelise is on holiday from Thursday 21st May and back on Monday 2nd June.




	Other news


Baltic Sea Discards workshop Friday 26th June 2009

The Danish Minister Eva Kjer Hansen has invited the BS RAC to take part in a workshop on discard. Reine Johansson is invited to give a presentation on behalf of the BS RAC. The invitation and agenda are attached. Reine has been asked to appoint 8 members of the BS RAC to attend. If you are interested in taking part, contact secretariat. We have to clarify how to cover travel expenses for this. 

Database on community funded projects Jerome Spruyt - REMINDER

Please see attached a request from a research consultancy in Antwerp. If anyone has the time to reply to this, please contact him direct by mid-June.

Outcome of Annual General Assembly of the Danish Fishermen’s Association 

Attached a press release from Lone Hansen, “Fisekritidende” that updates on the outcome.  

Official kick-off meeting of the BaltSeaPlan project 

From Kasia Ścibior, BaltSeaPlan Communication Officer   www.sustainable-projects.eu
This will take place on 18 June 2009 in the Oceanographic Museum in Stralsund / Germany.

It will introduce Maritime Spatial Planning in the Baltic

Sea) which will take place 

Register before 10th June.

