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Dear BS RAC members and observers,

With this humble piece of news from the Secretariat, we’d like to send you our very best wishes for a very Happy Christmas and a healthy, peaceful and sustainable New Year. Thanks for good cooperation and support during 2009. And we are open over Christmas/New year – except for the official days, of course. 
	BSRAC news and meetings


BS RAC ExCom meeting in Gdynia 9th December

The minutes are under preparation and will be sent out as soon as possible. 

At this meeting there was further discussion of the CFP Reform. A position paper from the BS RAC is close to being finalised. There were reports from the chairmen of the three working groups (demersal, pelagic and salmon). As usual, selectivity gave rise to lively discussions and exchanges of views. It was agreed to send to the Commission and MS a letter explaining the difficulties caused by the decision from the October Council to increase mesh size from 110 mm to 120 mm in the BACOMA and T90 fishing gears and to put forward solutions. This letter can be found here:

http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1408&kind=11&pageId=1084
It was agreed to hold a Pelagic WG on 19th January 2010 to make a start on formulating recommendations concerning a long-term management plan for pelagic species. This will be in Copenhagen. An invitation is almost ready. There is nothing new to report on salmon. There was a report from the JAKFISH workshop: JAKFISH deals with the participatory process and involvement of stakeholders in the development of management plans for western Baltic herring. There was also a presentation of development of the GAP 2 project mapping the Baltic fisheries in support of marine spatial planning, and an invitation to the BAS RAC to take part in this process. Finally, there was a presentation of the RECLAIM project which looks at the impact of climate on fish stocks, on research and the implications for fisheries management. The presentation made by Stefan Neuenfeldt, DTU Aqua, is here:

http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Dokumenter/EXCOM091209/GdyniaRECLAIM.pdf
Dates to remember: 
BS RAC Pelagic working Group Tuesday 19th January 2010, Copenhagen 

Documents will be uploaded here:

http://www.bsrac.org/mod_inc/?p=itemModule&id=1411&kind=4&pageId=1106
JAKFISH meeting Monday 18th January 2010, Copenhagen
This is to follow up on the workshop that took place on 21st October 2009. Clara Ulrich from DTU Aqua will be chairing this meeting. She informs that one aim of this meeting is to understand why differences in the perception of recruitment occur between the fishing industry and ICES assessment. There will be new information to discuss this, including a new assessment model and distribution maps. The second aim is to look at Harvest Control Rule simulations. The standard simulation model for Western Baltic Herring seems to work well and quickly, so from now on it should be possible to investigate specific scenarios on a single-stock basis. The more advanced model for investigating spatial issues such as the 50-50% split is under development and may not be operational by January.
ICES meeting with the RACs 26th and 27th January, Gdynia 
This meeting is still planned to take place, but we await a final agenda from ICES before sending out an invitation. 
A BS RAC meeting to discuss MSC and certification of the Danish fisheries, Wednesday 24th February 2010
We mentioned last time that Food Certification International Ltd has been appointed as the certification body for the Eastern Baltic cod fishery in Denmark, to lead up to MSC certification. Charlotte Holland, Assistant Fisheries Co-ordinator at Food Certification International Ltd informs that they are organizing a Danish assessment site visit, scheduled for the week 22nd – 26th February. They will hold stakeholder meetings in Copenhagen from the afternoon of Wednesday 24th – Friday 26th February. They have asked to meet with the BS RAC to discuss MSC in general and look specifically at the Danish projects. We have confirmed that we will be happy to meet with them. If BS RAC members have any input to this meeting, please contact secretariat. 
BS RAC admin – renewal process

Dear members, please, please, please send us your Commitment forms and payments. WE NEED BOTH!!!!!! We want to send in our new application for year 5 to the Commission at the start of 2010. BIG thank you to those who have already done so.
	Commission news and meetings


Outcome from the December Council

Here you can read a press release from the fisheries council, and you can open up a table which shows the TACs for 2010 for the species covered by the proposal. The table is not final. Final figures for stocks managed jointly with Norway or the Faroe Islands are missing, because the parties have not yet reached agreement on them. http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/press_corner/press_releases/2009/com09_79_en.htm
Do you want to follow Council meetings live on the web?  
One good thing about the Lisbon Tretay is greater openness surrounding the decisions taken by the Council. According to the Treaty, meetings and debates in the council must be open to the public, so folk can follow them on the web. So go for it. On the following link you can access live debates, as well as press meetings after the event: http://video.consilium.europa.eu/
The MRAG study of the socio-economic impacts of the proposed scenarios for a multi-annual management plan for Baltic pelagic fisheries. 
If you intend to attend the Pelagic WG in January, this is compulsory reading. See here: 
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/publications/studies_reports_en.htm
(Note: this study has been prepared with the financial support of the European Commission. The aim is to provide information and analysis on different aspects of the Common Fisheries Policy and to feed into discussion on these issues.)

Remember the Commission Seminar on price formation and marketing of fisheries and

aquaculture products? 10th December 2009. 
From the Commission we have the link where you can find some of the presentations made at the seminar. See, for example, the one by our Pim Visser, European Association of Fishing Ports and Auctions – very sobering:
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/meetings_events/events/archives/events_2009/101209/presentations_en.htm 
A one-day seminar on Rights Based Management in the CFP 25th January 2010, Brussels
The Commission is holding this seminar which aims to: 1) Summarise RBM debate to date with a focus on sensitive issues; 2) Outline Commission approach to RBM in a reformed CFP; 3) Discuss practical  design and implementation issues in the EU. The seminar will be chaired by the Commission and be composed of four sessions where experts will share their experiences and reflections in order to initiate a debate among participants. (Draft agenda enclosed). Member States, European Parliament, stakeholders and other economists and consultants are invited. Programme is here: http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/50_51/Draft%20RBM%20Programme%2016.12.09.pdf 
There is room for two representatives from each RAC. Please let Secretariat know by early January.  
Multi-annual plans: on track for maximum sustainable yield
In the European Commission’s publication “Fisheries and Aquaculture in Europe” there is a special feature on multi-annual plans. It explains the background to development of the principle of multi-annual plans or long-term plans together with an account of what they are, how they came about and what progress is being made with their introduction in EU fisheries. See here:
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/publications/magaz/fishing/mag45_en.pdf
Subscribe to this monthly publication here:
fisheries-magasine@ec.europa.eu
	Other news and meetings


Press release from the EP hearing on CFP reform from 1st December. You can see it here:  

 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/033-65544-334-11-49-904-20091130IPR65543-30-11-2009-2009-false/default_en.htm
Get clever at science: A Course from ICES
Attached is the announcement of the ICES training course "Opening the box: Stock assessment and fisheries advice for stakeholders, NGOs and policy-makers" to be held on 5th  - 7th  October 2010 at the ICES Secretariat, Copenhagen. See here: http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/50_51/Opening%20the%20box%20-%20Stock%20Assessment%20and%20Fisheries%20advice%20for%20stakeholders_October2010.pdf 
For more information about ICES Training Programme visit the Training web page: www.ices.dk/iceswork/training/training.asp 

The STECF report on stock review 
 Please find enclosed the consolidated version. This report has been endorsed by the STECF plenary. It includes the stocks for the Baltic. See here: http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/50_51/CONSOLIDATED%20-STOCK-REVIEW-OF%20ADVICE%20FOR%202010%20FINAL%208%20December.pdf 
Denmark and the Catch Management system
From Mogens Schou, adviser to the minister, at the Danish ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries we have received a short update on the work going on in the Danish administration with catch quota management  - in this case in the Baltic. He writes that a new joint Danish/German working paper is now on: www.fvm.dk/yieldoffish.  
· It sets the frame for CQM (catch quota management) in 2010
· It Contains a guideline for derogation of kW (for CQM-vessels)
· It contains a derogation from gear requirement –supplemented with development of best practices on gear and fishing methods
The Danish implementing regulation is expected to be on the street before Christmas, and applications for CQM participation will be received before mid-January. License conditions are under preparation. He expects 30 Danish vessels to participate in 2010 – app 10 in the Baltic. DTU Aqua will prepare a technical workshop in March 2010. Development of better software for CQM Archipelago will participate. There will be smart documentation: how to combine E-logbook, GPS risk analysis and video in an efficient AND cost effective control. Data from CQM fishery will be reference data for advice. 
We are in touch with Mogens with a view to him coming to BS RAC meetings to present and explain the work in progress. 
The Polish Round Table 10th December 2009, Gdynia
The Polish Baltic Sea Fisheries Roundtable provides a forum for Polish Fisheries stakeholders, scientists and administrators to discuss current topics of relevance to the Baltic. It started in January 2009 as a joint initiative by Ryszard Malik (Polish Fishermen's Union), Ewa Milewska (WWF Poland), Steve Karnicki (Sea Fisheries Institute, Gdynia, Poland) and Ilan Chabay (gcPLUS at Dept. of Applied IT, Chalmers University, Sweden). It held its recent meeting in Gdynia. The aim of this meeting was to discuss rights-based management, in particular ITQs. Representatives from Denmark (Kim Kær Hansen) and from Iceland (Jon Kristiansson) were invited to present actual case studies from Denmark and Iceland, and to share the experience with individual transferrable quotas. This attracted a lot of interest, so the Round Table was well attended with about 40 people. In the case of Denmark the experience is fairly new. Kim Kær expressed his concerns about the conserving the small-scale sector, about fewer people owning the rights, and social implications for sector. When asked to name three positive outcomes from the ITQ system, he named the purchase of new boats, having a good crew, and the opportunity to buy and sell fish quotas. Jon Kristiansson was more negative in his presentation of the Icelandic experience. He identified all the risks associated with such a system. His presentation was closely linked to the scientific basis of assessing fish stocks and fixing quotas. In his opinion ITQs have failed to give a good fishery of demersal stocks.  Discussions were very lively and many questions were asked. Some pointed out the social issues and the macro-economic issues.

There was agreement that without any legal safeguards, the system can go wrong. For instance, in Denmark, it will be reviewed after 8 years. 

A representative from the Polish administration pointed out that they had not settled on having the ITQ system.  They were anxious to know the risks and the threats and to learn from the mistakes. Nothing has been decided yet in Poland. Discussions will begin next year with lawyers participating. 
An opinion on the CFP – Spanish style
We have received a paper on fisheries resources management in the EU. It may be of interest to BS RAC members. It has been sent to us by, Álvaro Fernández, Biologist and Oceanographer, Spanish Institute of Oceanography (IEO). Madrid, Spain. He would appreciate comments. See IEC report here: http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/50_51/IEOon%20the%20GREEN%20PAPER%20ON%20THE.pdf 
Another opinion on CFP reform - this time by the Advisory Committee on Fisheries and Aquaculture
Guy Vernaeve (representing Europêche and member of ACFA and) has sent us the final position of  ACFA on the Green Paper on CFP reform. See here: http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/50_51/ACFAFINAL%20position%20green%20paper.pdf 
Information folders from DTU Aqua

DTU Aqua has produced three information folders, essentially designed for the fishermen, to explain the porocesses involed in gathering fisheries data, and the work of DTU Aqua.  See here: http://www.aqua.dtu.dk/publikationer/Temaaviser.aspx
Sorry, they are in Danish only, but BS RAC secretariat has promised to translate these during a quiet moment. 
HELCOM and discards in the cod fishery 
As mentioned at the ExCom in Gdynia, HELCOM has sent a letter on discards to DG Mare Commission (addressed to Ilona Jepsena). This letter is written in the wake of the Council meeting in October and expresses support by HELCOM to the process to eliminate discards of juvenile cod. Laura Piriz has sent this to us. See here: http://www.bsrac.org/archive/Newsletter/50_51/2009Letter%20on%20the%20issue%20of%20discards%20in%20the%20Baltic%20Sea.pdf 
Remember Gregory Wilson and his survey on ecosystem management? 
Here’s a reminder to please complete this brief survey examining how ecosystem management is being applied in large aquatic ecosystems in the U.S. and Europe (Lake Erie, Chesapeake Bay, Puget Sound, Tampa Bay and Baltic Sea).  If you have already started the survey, it is easy to complete.  When you log back on using the link below, the survey will automatically start where you left off.

This survey is being administered as part of my doctoral dissertation, as I am an administrator at Kent State University and a doctoral candidate there in Biological Sciences.  I am seeking perspectives from a variety of ecosystem stakeholders for this study.  The results will highlight the current status of ecosystem management and provide insight as to how it might be improved/optimized in the future.  If you are interested in receiving a copy of the results, you can indicate this in the last question of the survey.

Thank you very much for your participation!

Please click on the link below to begin or finish the survey.

Best regards,

Gregory Wilson

https://srl.kent.edu/sw/wchost.asp?st=ecosystem_balticsea&id=53&pw=DNRTM4
Another newsletter?
	 

 
	A newsletter focusing on
the Maritime Industry 

	A new service. The latest information from SETCORP.ru: Shipbuilding, Transport, Energy.
An on-line supplement to the Maritime Market magazine.

Within our publication you can publicize your new products or services and any new information about your enterprise or company to the worldwide maritime industry.

We would like to invite you to evaluate our new service known as Newsletter from SETCORP.ru. Today, 805 world renowned (see the list) maritime companies are using it. You can now place your Press Release in English, free of charge on a services that will be read by our many subscribers: maritime VIPs from Russia and all over the world. If you need your Press Release translated to Russian, it can be done by our own professional translators.

Order a newsletter now, free of charge
Put your Press Release in SETCORP.ru. Where you can publicize your products and services to Russian and worldwide industry professionals!

In case of any questions please contact us at any time.

PRINT-EXPO Co. Ltd:
6 "B" Blagodatnaya St., 196128, Saint Petersburg, Russia,
phone: +7 (812) 336-31-30, fax: +7 (812) 336-31-32, e-mail: info@setcorp.ru
Commercial offices:
LINK SC, WORLDWIDE (excluding Russia & CIS): +44 20 81446844, EUROPE: +48 91 462-3414,
e-mail: info@maritime.com.pl
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AERVOE INDUSTRIES INC . Aervoe, Crown, Zynolyte & Athena Brands

Over 35 years providing Tools for the Trade

Aervoe Industries, Inc. is a leading manufacturer of paints, specialty coatings, cleaners, lubricants, MRO products, and recycling equipment for industrial use.

Best regards!! 

Ing. Antonio Meraz .. Sales Manager

www.aervoe.com   www.athenabrands.com  antoniom@aervoe.com
http://www.aervoe.com/paints_coatings/home.php
Limitless products (MRO,OEM,CONSTRUCCION,PINTURAS,SOLAR ,SEGURIDAD,ETC.) 

Aervoe Industries Incorporated

1100 Mark Circle

Gardnerville, NV 89410

antoniom@aervoe.com
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