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Timetable

May 2008 Final report Marine Inquiry
May-August Formal consultation
March 2009 Marine/maritime 

Government Bill
Later 2009 Proposals taken up in the 

Riksdag (the Swedish 
Parliament)
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The Baltic Sea –
shared between 
9 countries



Havsmiljöutredningen

Sweden’s 
territorial 
waters and 
Sweden’s 
Exclusive 
Economic Zone 
(EEZ)
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The Baltic Sea – a pilot project

• The Baltic Sea should, within the framework 
of the EU Marine Strategy Directive (MSD), 
be designated a pilot project

• The HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) 
is the basis for the implementation of the 
MSD – but more is needed!

• Marine environmental issues have to be 
much better integrated in EU agricultural, 
fisheries and regional policies than is the 
case today
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Strengthen HELCOM

• Establish a committee to control 
compliance with the Helsinki Convention

• Arrange annual meetings between the 
countries’ environment ministers

• The long-term ambition should be for the 
countries’ heads of state and government to 
meet annually as well, to stress the priority 
of the marine environment issue
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Scientific panel for the Baltic Sea

• The task is to synthesise research and 
develop scenarios and models to support 
policy-making and management of the 
marine environment

• The panel should be linked to HELCOM, but 
have an independent status

• The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) can serve as a model
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Intergovernmental fund

• Sweden should promote the establishment 
of an intergovernmental fund

• The fund should finance initiatives and 
other measures aimed at improving the 
Baltic Sea environment

• Part of EU structural funds for regional 
(cohesion), agricultural and fisheries 
policies should be channelled to the new 
intergovernmental fund
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Conflicting interests and activities
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Planning today in Sweden

• Planning and Building Act (PBA)
• The municipalities are responsible
• Comprehensive plans, mainly for land areas
• PBA applies also to the territorial sea, (12 

nm)
• Some planning of coastal areas, very little in 

the open sea
• Offshore wind power planning
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A planning system for Swedish sea 
areas should be established

• This marine spatial planning should be 
based on “marine plans” similar to the 
comprehensive plans for land areas

• Fixed zones for use and protection are 
recommended

• The responsibility for drafting marine 
plans in Swedish territory should lie at 
regional level (or be transferred to 
central government)
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• A national authority should be given overall 
responsibility for planning Sweden’s sea 
areas

• The authority should also be given specific 
responsibility for planning the EEZ (and 
perhaps the territorial sea)

• The proposal is that the National Board of 
Housing, Building and Planning (Boverket) 
take this responsibility

Central Government responsibility
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Knowledge to support spatial 
planning and ecosystem-based 
management

• National programme for surveying the marine 
landscape

• Strategic research initiatives
• Free access to data – no general secrecy and 

no fees!
• Investment in new survey and research vessels

– The Swedish Coast Guard should be tasked with 
providing, maintaining and equipping these vessels


