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PolishPolish coastcoast and and seasea areasareas ––
AreasAreas of of competencycompetency of of MaritimeMaritime OfficesOffices

SummarySummary lenghtlenght of of PolishPolish coastcoast 499,4 km



BordersBorders of of PolishPolish SeaSea AreasAreas

Polish Sea Areas





Poland regulates spatial planning in marine areas
through the Marine Areas of the Republic of
Poland and Maritime Administration Act. 
Under Interreg IIIB a pilot project on MSP in Puck 
Bay was recently finalised including a study on 
spatial development on adjacent land. 
Poland intends to change its national planning
law to give maritime spatial plans legal status and
develop such plans for all Polish waters. 
The results of the project are being used to guide 
the government in this process. (COM 2008(791))

Roadmap for Maritime Spatial Planning: 
Achieving Common Principles in the EU
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Maritime Administration in Poland

responsible for spatial planning

Minister of Infrastructure
(Minister responsible for 
maritime economy)

National level

Regional level
3 Maritime Offices

Gdynia

S
upsk

Szczecin



Other decision making
Mining licences: Minister of Environment in agreement 
with the maritime economy minister

Other uses: permits for erecting/placing and use issued by 
maritime administration. Consultation/agreement net work 
needs improvement

Sea bottom use contract between maritime administration 
and investor (limited in time, annual payments) for  all 
investment in internal sea waters and territorial s ea area 
(including pipelines and cables)

In all cases reports on environmental impact requir ed

Natura 2000 – shared competences (Monitoring –
environmental service and maritime administration)



•Covers the whole sea area (internal sea waters, territorial 
sea, EEZ)

* Draft plan produced by territorially competent Director of 
Maritime Office(coordinated)

* Except for EEZ, agreement of neighbouring 
commune/municipality required

* Plan accepted and published as Ministerial Order by the 
Minister responsible for matters of building, spatial 
management and housing in agreement with the Minister 
responsible for maritime economy, after obtaining 
agreement of ministers of: agriculture, defence, 
environment, internal affairs 
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Work on improvements
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Pilot project

�%�D�V�L�F���)�D�F�W�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���S�L�O�R�W���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�%�D�V�L�F���)�D�F�W�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���S�L�O�R�W���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�%�D�V�L�F���)�D�F�W�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���S�L�O�R�W���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�%�D�V�L�F���)�D�F�W�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���S�L�O�R�W���S�U�R�M�H�F�W

•Name: Pilot sea-use plan for the west part 
of the Gulf of Gdansk

•Who

– Procedures – Maritime Office in 
Gdynia

– Plan – Maritime Institute in Gdansk to 
order of MO Gdynia 

•When: May 2007 – March 2008



Map Pucka Bay







Final Meeting Meeting
Ravenna 27.03.08

All items of the map legend



Matrix for identifying conflicts
Main expected/ potential use conflicts 
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Wind farms & connecting cables /landside infrastructure   Xx   xx xx x xx xx x 

Other cables (electricity, telecom)   X x(?)  xx x  xx xx x 

Mineral oil/ gas mining and connecting pipelines xx x  x(?)  xx xx(x) xx(x) xx xx x 

Other pipelines  x(?) x(?)     x   x 

Aquaculture            

Sand/ gravel extraction xx xx Xx     x xx xx  

Shipping routes/ anchorage areas xx x xx(x)     x xx xx x 

Nature protection areas x  xx(x) x  x x  x(xx) x x 

Dumping areas xx xx Xx   xx xx x(xx)  x x 

Important fishing/ Military training areas xx xx Xx   xx xx x xx  x(xx) 

Other offshore uses: 
coastal safety 
recreation 
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• Basing on gained experience – work with the
Ministry of Infrastructure on improvement of 
existing law:
- Act on maritime areas of Poland (chapter 

on spatial planning of sea areas), and 
some small changes in other Acts int. alia 
to include ICZM principles into planning 
procedures 

- new Ordinance on scope of sea spatial 
plans, requirements concerning planning 
and cartographic materials, symbols, 
nomenclature and documentation of 
planning activities

Follow up activities



• Introducing the experience of the Pilot Project 
into  the Polish National Spatial Development 
Concept

• Development of vision / strategic plan for the 
whole Polish sea area and, gradually, of sea 
use plans for all problem areas – int. alia 
within VASAB & HELCOM activities, 
BaltSeaPlan project 

• Further development / improvement of 
procedures (crossborder consultation) –Joint 
planning with Russia – East-West Window and 
continuation

Follow up activities



Lessons learned

•We succeeded because
-the team was multidisciplinary and engaged in parallel in a 
range of planning processes in Poland (at national and 
regional level)
-there was a relative richness of information (especially 
nature, historical heritage)
-there was a vision of the planned area
-planning documents existed for all coastal communities
-A wide range of stakeholders was involved before start of 
the planning exercise itself

•Could be more successful if coastal communities better 
understood their stake in sea use planning
•The hardest part of the work was the operationalisation of the 
3-dimensional  sea space and still insufficient data and 
information



Lessons learned

•The longest part of the work was iteration and data 
collection
•What surprised us most was the lack of spatial 
thinking among many researchers –they had 
difficulties with transferring their knowledge into spatial 
terms
•Next time we would reserve more time for the 
planning process
•We recommend especially good pre-planning 
preparation (production, collection of comprehensive 
environmental economical, social etc. data)



Thank you


