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� Land use

� Tourism

� Oil &Gas

� Coastal 
Defence

� Ports &
Navigation

� Military 
Activities

� Culture

� Conservation

� Dredging & 
Disposal

� Submarine
Cables

� Fishing � Renewable
Energy

� Marine
Recreation

� Mineral
Extraction

� Mariculture

COMPETING CLAIMS Maritime Policy
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11. Set Targets for Marine Regions 
(environmental and human activities & uses)

8. Socio-economic Analysis

9. Assessment of Biodiversity

10. Define Environmental Status

START

23. Monitor Performance Indicators  

24. Assessment and Reporting

1. Define Vision and Objectives

2. Define Region

3. Define Legal Framework

4. Define Principles 
for Marine Spatial Planning

1. Vision 
and 

Objectives

2. Initial 
Assessment

3. Planning 
process

5. Final  
Assessment 
& Reporting

4.Implementation 6. Environmental 
Characterisation

7. Assessment of Human 
Impact and Pressures

13. Zone Selection 
Process (based on 8 to 12)

15. Calculate Costs and Benefits 

18. Set Specific Targets for 
Individual Zones, Uses & Activities

16. Draft Management Plan

19. Set up Monitoring Programme

INPUT OF 
HARMONIZED 

MAPPING DATA

21.  Marine 
Sptial Plan

Revision before starting over

14. Draft Zoning Plan 
& Map

22. 
Dissemination

20. 
Hold Public 

Hearing

5. Announce
Step 1 

12. Consult 
Stakeholders
In thematic 

groups

17. Consult 
Stakeholders
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These two images show the These two images show the 
paths of fishing boats before (left) paths of fishing boats before (left) 
and after (right) obtaining habitat and after (right) obtaining habitat 
maps, when they could target maps, when they could target 
scallop habitat precisely. scallop habitat precisely. 

Total catch remained restricted Total catch remained restricted 
by quotas, but fishing time per by quotas, but fishing time per 
metric ton of scallop meat metric ton of scallop meat 
plunged frplunged from 6.37 hours to 2.41 om 6.37 hours to 2.41 
hours. hours. 

The total area dragged declined The total area dragged declined 
74 percent and by74 percent and by--catch catch 
decreased. The fishermen could decreased. The fishermen could 
better avoid hazards, and fuel better avoid hazards, and fuel 
usage dropped 36 percent. usage dropped 36 percent. 

Fisheries managers use the Fisheries managers use the 
maps to monitor individual maps to monitor individual 
scallop beds and improve stocscallop beds and improve stock k 
assessments.assessments.

BrownBrown’’s Bank off Nova Scotias Bank off Nova Scotia
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StellwagenStellwagen Bank, Bank, Massachusetts BayMassachusetts BayWhen a private company When a private company 
needed to place a needed to place a 
fiberopticfiberoptic cable cable through through 
the the StellwagenStellwagen Bank Bank 
Sanctuary in 2000, they Sanctuary in 2000, they 
used the maps to route it used the maps to route it 
across areas of soft across areas of soft 
sediment, avoiding hard sediment, avoiding hard 
gravel bottom where the gravel bottom where the 
cable could not be cable could not be 
buried for its protection. buried for its protection. 

Normally, extensive Normally, extensive 
bottom sampling would bottom sampling would 
have been required, have been required, 
increasing bothincreasing both project project 
costs and ecological costs and ecological 
impacts on seafloor impacts on seafloor 
habitats.habitats.
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http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/spatial_plannin g_en.html


