
Minister for Food, Agriculture and Fisheries

Mr. Reine 1. Johansen
Baltic Sea RAC
H.C. Andersens Boulevard 37
] 553 København

Dear Mr. Reine J. Johansen

Date: 1 5 MAJ 2009
No.: ] 6172/503875

Denmark is concerned about the amount of fish discarded in the Bajtic Sea. The

numbers indicates that approximately 20 % of the cod catch are discarded, which is a

waste of resources, unacceptable to the public and contribute to imprecise scientific

advice. Elimination of discards is therefore an important management issue that Oenmark

believes is ofkey importance to manage the cad stocks sustainably in the Baltic Sea.

Denmark is organising a workshop on elimination of discards in the Baltic Sea on 26th

June 2009. The workshop wi1l take place at Eigtveds Pakhus, Asiatisk Plads 2 G,

Copenhagen.

The purpose ofthe workshop is to bring together managers, researchers, members ofthe

Baltic RAC and other stakeholders in order to define and discuss the prerequisites for the

elimination of discards, including landing of all catches and other possible management
measures.

The workshop will also address new developments in selective gears and the possibilities

within the Common Fisheries Policy to eliminate discards. The morning session will be
followed by lunch and a meeting offishcries directors.

l would be grateful if you could appoint 8 members of the Baltic RAC to attend the

workshop. Please confinl1 the participation as soon as possible by email to Ms Ulla Holm

Hansen to the following address: uhha@fvm.dk. A provisional program is attached.

~~1

Eva Kjer Hansen
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